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R DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, “vaye JESBORO LOUISIANA, PERCY 
LEE: ShOFORD, PRESIDENT, Aika Ayjrouits MPIC Siti 
CHARLES JOSEPH FENTON, CORE REPRESENTATIVE AT epee 


LOUISIANA ADVISED THAT CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION HAS BEEN ORGANIZED 
/ IN JACKSON PARISH AT JONESBORO LOUISIANA AND THAT IT 
| HAS FOR ITS PURPOSES MUCH THE SAME AS THOSE CF THE CCGNGRESS OF 
RACIAL EQUALITY (CORE) BUT THAT CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION 1S 
JMORE MILITANT THAN CORE AND THAT IT WOULD BE MCRE INCLINED 
{ree VIOLENCE IN DEALING WITH. ANY VIOLENT OPPOSITION 
ENCOUNTERED IN CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERS. CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION 
ke NIGHT PATROLS IN THE NEGRO SECTIONS OF JONESBORD AND FENTON 
BELIEVES THAT THESE NIGHT PATROLS ARE ARMED. ~~ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . se 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


; aaa aa New Orleans, Louisiana 
aaa January 6, 1964 
1 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE OF JUSTICE, 
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, 
PERCY LEE BRADFORD PRESIDENT 


Charles dietes representative of 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) at Jonesboro, 
louisiana, advised January 5, 1965 that an organi- 
zation known as Deacons for Defense of Justice, 
with Percy Lee Bradford, Negro male, age about 44, 
as president, has beén organized at Jonesboro, 
Louisiana, He-stated that this organization was 
organized to promote Negroes! civil rights and 


SHEE ne purposes were much the same as_ those 
CORE. He-stated that whér is. completely 
non-violent in its metho Bor, ealing with civil 

CO WOWLG . eeeene 


EERE Les a Taps 
Sore militant a d_inclined t ‘to use ‘violence in 
mL tes a ae vi 


mer eart any, violent.opposi tionWcncouncere 
“festa te Deacons for Defense of Justice has 
night watocie in the Negro sections of Jonesboro and 
he feels that these night patrols are armed ¢ 


the Deacons“for Defense of dU "Advised this 

organization was a Eg lee Beck movement ; 
~organizedwexctusively within Jackson Panis Louisiana s 
“HE“StATEC 


its purpose was to promote justice for the 
Negro and followed the same principals as laid down 
by the CORE except its members would, if attacked, 

i defend themselves by use of force. 


He said this organization has two citizens 
band radios and walkie talkies used to communicate 
with one another in case violence against the Negro 
is initiated in Jackson Parish, He said there was 
between 250 and 300 members within the parish and they \ 
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did not carry arms at any time, He advised the following bé 
individuals were leaders of the Deacons for Defense . b7C 


of Justice: 


President 

Vice President . 
“Secretary__ 
Fimnce Secretary 
Group._Leaders 


O1 Satcher, __ 
_LsspPatterson. 


Chief Adrian Teevy, Chief of Police, Jonesboro, 
Louisiana, and Sheriff Newt Loe, Sheriff of Jackson 
Parish, Jonesboro, advised January 6, 1965 that they 
were aware of Negro patrols in the Jonesboro area but 
that no incidents had arisen from those patrols, 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency, 
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We are disseminating this 
information to the Civil Rights 
Division of the Department, 
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Onracons FoR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, PERCY 


LEEABRADF ORD; RM. 


ON FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, LAST, 


pL _—___|ewrstamy-rouce DEPAR 


ADVISED FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING CAPTIONED MATTER: 


ee CONFIDENTIALLY 


[——SdISTATED THAT IT WAS LEARNED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF . b7D 
FEBRUARY TWENTY ONE, LAST, SIX CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, / 
set ere eeeprne qveprenrerarspenennree tn REFATERL eOP PE Ea R 
| PAREN CORE END PAREN, MEMBERS APPEARED AT BOGALUSA, AT 
J beacseageiiels al 
WHICH TIME THEY HELD A MEETING-AT THE NEGROES LABOR HALL. THIS 


MEETING; WAS ATTENDED BY SEVERAL BOGALUSA NEGRO LEADERS Et ZS bb 3B 
ae — 


ROBER THI CKS, ALBERT OUNG, MC COURVASANPSON, CHARLE oe 
—- ges ise ehah ae ARTE! pet RD 


'¢ | ALTONKQAVIS IED. HE IDENTIFIED 

| 5 MAR 8 1965 

MW THE CORE MEMBERS AS REVEREND FREDERICK BYAKIRPATRIC TRICK, CHARLES ! 
7 SN ET Ene a 


PSNTON, STEVENMMLLER, ee 
UNIDENTIFIED NEGRO. 


r4HEREINAS ONCLASSIFIED ¥ 
oP. 


END pacts molede be i re 
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PAGE TWO 

[__| STATED THAT MILLER AND YATES ARE WELL KNOWN TO BOGALUSA AS 
THEY HAVE BEEN PARTICIPATING RECENTLY IN DESEGREGATION ACTIVITIES, 
HOWEVER, KIRPATRICK, FENTON, THOMAS, ALONG WITH THE UNKDENTIFIED NEGRO 


b7D 


ARE BELIEVED TO COME FROM THE VICINITY OF JONESBORO, LOUISIANA. 
[___| REPORTED THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS b7D 

XNOWN AS THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE.—PAREN DDJ END PAREN. 

THE MAIN SPEAKER OF THE EVENING WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ERNEST THOMAS 

WHO DISCUSSED THE FACT THAT MEMBERSHIP IN,THE DDd, PAREN STRICTLY | 

NEGRO END PAREN, WOULD COST TEN DOLLARS INITIATION FEE 

AND TWO DOLLARS PER MONTH. TEN PERCENT OF THE MONIES OBTAINED 

FROM THE LOCAL CHAPTERS WOULD BE CHANELLED INTO THE HEADQUARTERS OF 

THE STATE ORGANIZATION WHICH IS NOW BELIEVED TO BE AT JONESBORO, 


LOUISIANA. 


IN, LITERATURE, 


AND OTHER EQUIPMENT NOT IDENTIFIED. 


<p ‘tt BX 


END PAGE Two 


PAGE THREE 


(RESIS Sa REL SONNE ON ASSETS AND AND GET 


ASSISTANCE. THOMAS TALKED AT LE THOMAS TALKED AT. LENGTH ABOUT THE USE AND ADVANTAGES 


NR SG 


OF WALKIE DASH TALKIES AND EQUIPMENT FOR COMMUNICATION PURPOSES. 


THOMAS THEN DBISCUSSED A TENDENCY ON THE PART OF NEGROES 


TO BUY CHEAP WEAPONS LIKE A TWENTY TWO CALIBER. THOMAS POINTED 

OUT THAT NE@ORES SHOULD BUY SUBSTANTIAL WEAPONS INCLUDING A. THREE 
THAT NEGORES SHOULD BUY SUBSTAN : 

ZERO SIX CALIBER RIELE. THOMAS SUGGESTED THAT TWELVE OR SIXTEEN 

GAGE SHOTGUNS WERE GOOD FOR QUOTE CLOSE IN WORK UNQUOTE. THOMAS 

SAID THAT IF STANDARDIZED GAGES WERE OBTAINED THE NEGROES IN 

COWMUNITIES COULD BUY SHELLS BY THE CASET™THOMAS~SAID THAT 

NEGROES—SHOULD-KEEP” PLENTY OF AMMUNITION IN THEIR CARS, IN 

THEIR HOMES, AS THEYNEVER“KNEW WHEN THEY WOULD NEED THE AMMUNITION 

AND THEY WERE TO BE EXPECTED TO BE” READY 

END PAGE THREE 00 eee 
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PAGE FOUR 
WHENEVER THEY WERE CALLED UPON. 


THOMAS SAID THAT HIS GROUP HAS CONTACTS IN CHICAGO AND 


Sa 


HOUSTON FOR AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND MENTIONED A. FIFTY CALIBER AND — 


ninemsn taal 


THIRTY CALIBE CALIBER MACHINE GUN. 


RET STENT MOTTE METI = A 


pom wr Ee 
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DEFEND THE POSITION OF THE ARRESTED PERSON. THOMAS SAID THAT IF 
POLICE OFFICERS SEE NEGROES WHO ARE ARWED AS THE POLICE ARE, 
THE POLICE COULD BE EXPECTED TO PROBABLY BACK AWAY AND NOT AFFECT 
THE ARREST OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 

THOMAS DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR MEMBERS OF THIS GROUP, IF 
THEY SHOULD JIQN, TO GET TOGETHER WITH THEIR NEGRO LEADERS, THE 


PREACHERS, SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND OTHER RESPONSIBLE PERSONS, AND 
END PAGE FOUR 
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PAGE FIVE 
PREACH TO AND EMPHASIZE TO THESE LEADER THAT IF THESE LEADERS 
DO NOT GO ALONG WITH THIS ACTIVITY THAT THEY WERE NOT FIT IN THE 
FIRST PLACE. THOMAS POINTED OUT IF THE LOCAL MEMBERS IF THE DDJ 
WERE NOT SUCCESSFUL IN WORKING ON NEGRO LEADERS IN THE COMMUNITY 
AND CONVINCING THEM THAT THEY, REFERRING TO CORE, WOULD Do IT 
FOR THEM. 
A FURTHER MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE DDJ IS SCHEDULED AT BOGALUSA 
ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY TWENTY EIGHT, SIXTY FIVE, AN AND ALL. PROSPECTIVE 
MEMBERS WERE REQUESTED TO BRING MONEY, DUES, AND INITIATION FEES. 
~ [.___] ADVISED THAT BASED UPON THIS INFORMATION b7D 
THE BOGALUSA CITY ADMINISTRATION FELT THAT THE DDJ WOULD NOT J 
BE TOO SUCCESSFUL FROM THE STAND POINT OF MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 
BUT WERE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DIFFICULTIES DISCUSSIONS OF THIS 
TYPE WOULD HAVE AMONG THE NEGRO POPULATION IN THE BOGALUSA COMMUNITY. 
ON THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, SIXTYFIVE, IT WAS REPORTED 


THAT ROBERT MIOKS, A NEGRO LEADER IN _BOGALUSA AND ACTIVE IN 


CORE WORK SPOKE Sceiiscel THE BOGALUSA VOTERS LEAGUE ‘aT A 
wr Bl eangage 
END PAGE FIVE 


PAGE SIX . 

MEETING CALLED TO LEND SUPPORT TO THE BOGALUSA NEGRO 
COMMUNITIES COOPERATION WITH THE CITY ADMINISTRATION. HICKS 
DISCUSSED AT GREAT LENGTH THE DDJ INFORMATION AS — 
DISCUSSED THE PREVIOUS EVENING BY ERNEST THOMAS. HICKS POINTED 
OUT 10. THE PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE WHO WERE MOSTLY TEENAGE CHILDREN, 


4 
THD ADVANTAGES OF ARMING THEMSELVES AND DISCUSSED HAND GRENADES, 
a Licht soars CoAT ABER EUS. Fe 3 tO Be ~ fe LOT - coneneeatenentimeneneal 


WALKIE DASH TALKIES, AND EXPLAINED GENERALLY WHAT WAS 
STATED THE PREVIOUS NIGHT BY ERNEST THOMAS. 
HICKS WENT INTO GREAT DETAIL CONCERNING HOW YOUNG NEGROES 


POLICE WERE TRYING TO ARREST NEGROES AND CAUSE DIFFICULTY AT 
cal a = fen Pin Cae’ can unanseinienmmanmmninar ia, 


THE TIME OF THE ARREST AND PREVENT THE NEGRO FROM BEING | 
ARRESTED. 
RRESKED. | 
SECRET SERVICE, NEW ORLEANS, AND INTELLIGENCE CORPS GROUP, 


NEW ORLEANS, ARE BEING ADVISED... LHM FOLLOWS. > 


ae 


END. ene 
CORR-PAGE-TWO-LENE=PHREE-WORD-ETGHT-SHUCBE~UNEDENPERIED__ 

PAGE—THREE-LENE-FEVE-OMT-T-LETPFERS——FB 

PAGE THREE LINE=NENE=WORD-SHD—BE~DISCUSS ED 

PAGE~FOUR-LINE-NINETEEN7WORD—THREE~SHD--BE-JOEN- 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA. «RPP 

FBI WASH DC 

TU LRP 


© 
ioe 


. Mohr. 


ac on l Mr. DeLogch-.— }¢ 
si } Mr. Caspera———~ 
} Mr. Callalian—— 


y 
| 
I 
{ 
(on FBI 1 
Date: 2/24/65 
I 
I 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


Via AIRTEL ; AIRMAIL 
, (Priority or Method of Mailing) 


Tele. Room... 
i Miss Holmes._- 
Miss Gandy— 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
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SUBJECT: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND, wt Uf A. 
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Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies ATER 
4 of letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter, two ae 

: copies for Houston, and two copies for Chicago. Copies have 
f also been forwarded to ICG and Secret Service, New Orleans. 


Source mentioned in letterhead memorandum is(____] 


. - b7D 
» Louisiana, Police 


Department. 
\ 
CHICAGO AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Through established sources, informants, and gun 
outlets, determine whether or not any shipments of guns are ’ 
being made to the Jonesboro, Bogalusa, or New Orleans area. U 


HOUSTON DIVISION AT HOUSTON, TEXAS 


f Cover same lead as set nor ATL INFORMATIO Nieaue vRtON 
" ie OH On Ab 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New Orleans, Louisiana 
February 24, 1965 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE 
AND JUSTICE 


On February .22, 1965, a confidential source advised 
the following information concerning the captioned matter: 


Source stated that it was learned that on the 
of February 21, 1965, six Congress Of Racial Equality, 
members appeared at Bogalusa, at which time they held/a 
meeting at the Negroes Labor Hall.. 


sor two others/not identified,, dentifiéd™the .CORE 
memb. rsas_ Rt Reverend \krederick B Kir] atrick, Charlés{Fenton, 
Stevensillery—~Willi nivates , Erhest¥ ‘Thomas, and ‘ano i) 


unidentified Negro O.0ng ade s 2£R RACLA; sal EQ tC 


Source stated that Miller and Yates are well — . 
to Bogalusa as they have been participating recently in 
desegregation activities; however, Kirkpatrick, Fenton, Thomas, 
along with the unidentified Negro,, are believed to come from 
the vicinity .of Jonesboro, Louisiana. ‘ 


Source, reported the main purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss ‘an. organization now being put. together in Louisiana 
known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ). The main 
speaker’ of the evening was believed to have been Ernest Thomas 
who discussed the fact that membership in the DDJ (strictly 
Negro), would cost $10 initiation fee and $2 per month. Ten 
per cent of the monies obtained from the local chapters would 
be chanelled into the headquarters of the state organization 
which is now believed to be at Jonesboro, Louisiana. 


It was explained the purpose of the money was to buy 
radio equipment, including walkie-talkies, citizens band 
equipment for automobiles, as well as ammunition, literature, 
and other equipment not identified. Discussed in considerable 


length was the putting of mODLAG Riza H venitetewaT 7 app 
hee wet ii 
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE:AND JUSTICE 


automobiles of Negro members, principally in Bogalusa. It was 
reported that Thomas went onto explain the DDJ intended to 
establish a code system whereby a state-wide communications set 
up could be created in order that, if Negroes in one community 
have difficulty, the Negroes could immediately call on the radio 
for assistance and get assistance. Thomas talked at length 
about the use -and advantages of walkie~talkies and equipment 

for communication purposes. 


Thomas then discussed a tendency on the part of 
Negroes to buy cheap weapons like a .22 caliber. Thomas 
pointed out that Negroes should buy substantial weapons, Fe 
including a .306 caliber rifle. Thomas suggested that 12 or 
16 gage shotguns were good for "close in work." Thomas said 
that if standardized gages were obtained, the Negroes in 
communities could buy shells by the case. Thomas said that 


‘Negroes should keep plenty of ammunition in their cars, in 


‘their homes, as they never knew when they would need the 


ammunition, and they were to be expected to be ready whenever, - 
they were called upon. 


Thomas said that his group has contacts in Chicago 
and Houston for automatic weapons and mentioned a .50 caliber 
and .30 caliber machine gun. 


Thomas stated, referring to the Ku Klux Klan and . 
White people generally, that if the Ku Klux Klan or white 
people wanted violence, that "they intended to combat violence © 
with violence; that‘they had no intention of starting avenue 
themselves but wanted to be ready." 


Thomas discussed at considerable length the advantages 
of having roving Negro patrols in the various communities so 
that should any Negro be arrested by a police officer, that the 
roving patrol, -as witnesses to any arrest, could immediately 
defend the position of the arrested person. Thomas said that 
if police officers see Negroes who are armed as the police are, 
the police could be expected to probably back away and not 
affect the arrest of the individual. ; 


Thomas discussed the need for members of this group, 
if they should join, to get together with their Negro leaders, 
the preachers, school teachers, and other responsible persons, 
and preach to and emphasize to their leaders that if their 
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


leaders do not go along with this activity, that they were not 
fit in the first place. Thomas pointed out if the local members 
of the DDJ were not successful in working on Negro leaders in 
the community and convincing them that they, referring to CORE, 


‘ would do it for them. 


A further membership meeting of the DDJ is scheduled 
at Bogalusa on Sunday, February 28, 1965, and all prospective 
members were requested to britig money , dues , and cata dtaaada 


fees. 4 


Source advised that based upon this information, the 
Bogalusa City Administration felt that the DDJ would not be 
too successful from the stand point of membership and dues but 
were concerned about the difficulties discussions.of this type 
would’have among the Negro population in the Bogalusa community. 


On the night of February 22, 1965, it was reported 
that Robert Hicks, a Negro leader in Bogalusa and active in 
CORE work, spoke before the Bogalusa Voters League at a ‘meeting 
called to lend support to the Bogalusa Negro Communities 
Cooperation with the City Administration. Hicks discussed 
at great length the DDJ information.as discussed the previous 


. evening by Ernest Thomas. Hicks pointed out to the people 


in attendance, who were mostly teenage children, the advantages 
of arming themselves and discussed hand grenades, walkie- 
talkies, and explained generally what was stated the previous 
night by Ernest Thomas. 


Hicks went into great detail concerning how young 
Negroes could defend themselves by converging on police officers 
if the police were trying to arrest Negroes and cause difficulty 
at the time of the arrest and prevent the Negro from being 
arrested. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to yow 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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(INTERNAL SECURITY) 


This is an informative memorandum to report information 


obtained from the police, Bogalusa, Louisiana, and two sources in 
| that city concerning steps. presently“under way to organize the 
| ad Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ). At a meeting held at 
Bogalusa 2=21-~65 which was for. the .purpose of repent including fe 
of the DDJ, several local Negro leaders were present including so 
members of the Congress Of Racial Equality. (CORE) 12 One Ernest/Thomas 
did most of the talking and explained the collection of: initiation 
fees and dues, which monies would be used to purchase radio equipment, 
walkie-talkies, literature and ammunition. Thomas;discussed the 
types of weapons which Negroes should purchase and, said the group 
had contacts in Chicago a ag yfouston for automatic:weapons. The’ 
general tenor of Thomas’ wae that Negroes should™arm: themselves, 
not only for defensive reasons, but that they should have roving patrols 
séethat if a Negro was being arrested by a police, officer, other 
Negroes could come to the aid of the arrested peYson.:. -Thomags=said - 
that if the Ku Klux Klan and white people generally wanted V, g ence, 
Nas eg eacla to combat violence with violence." 
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vised’ tha; eg upan & 
“an? orfition available the Bogadusa City. Administration felt thatthe, 
DD&, wo not be too successful from the standpoint of member ship- b7D 
and dues, but were concerned About the difficulties discussionsof 
the type Tenetaee we above w uld have among the local Negrg. population. 
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; On 2-22-65 Robert\Hicks, a Bogalusa Negro leader active in 
et “EORE, spoke before the Boga ne a Voters League. He “discussed Thomas’ 


remarks of the previous evening before the DDJ and pointed out to 
.. those in attendance, most of whom were teenagers, the advantagesi 
‘of arming themselves. Hicks went into detail concerning how young 
{eee could defend themselves by converging on police officers at 


‘the time the arrest of a Negro is pee a eo AIRS — = 
157-2466 oe . Wet Re 
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Memorandum -to Mr. Sullivan 


Re:- DEACONS FOR’ DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
157~2466 


- 


ACTION; 

. We have instructed the New Orleans Office to immediately 
initiate an intensive investigation of the DDJ because of the 
potential for violence indicated. New Orleans has been instructed 
to be alert for indications of subversive and/or outside influence; 
to be alert to any spread of the organization even though it now 
appears to be confined locally; and to set out leads for other 
offices promptly. They have been instructed to develop necessary 
sources and run out.the allegation that the group has contacts in 
Chicago and Houston for weapons. Dissemination has already been 
made to Secret Service and the military intelligence at New Orleans; 
we are disseminating to the Department, Secret Service and the 
intelligence community in Washington, D. C. 


2/26/65 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 ~ Mr. Baumgardner 
, ATRTEY, 1 - Mr. Trainor 
a 1 - Mr. Gray 
J 1 - Mr. Martin 
1 - Mr. Phillips 
To: SAC, New Orleans (157«3290) 


From: Director, FBI (157-2466) 


Orvescons ¥OR DEFENSE AND aperice ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
INFORMATION CONCERNING BeEL IS UNCLASSIFIED 


(internal Security) DA 
AARRNRNIGE. 
eurtéel 2/23/65 which reported information obtaine 


R . 
ee eae ecm areca i 
Louisiana, concerning steps presently underway to organize the 


Beacons for Defense and Justice (DJ). A meeting was held 
2/21/65 at Bogalusa with several Negro leaders present, including 
some members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). Purpose 
of meeting was to discuss an organization being initiated in 
louisiana known as the Deacons for Défense and Justice. One 
Ernest Thomas did most of the talking and explained the collection 
of initiation fees and dués, which moneys would be used to purchase 
radio équipment, walkie-talkies, literature and ammunition. 
Thomas discussed the types of weapons which Negroes should 
purchase and urged that they possess plenty of ammunition. He said 
his group had contacts in Chicago and Houston for automatic 

_ . Weapons, ‘ 


The general tenor of Thomas' talk was that Negroes should 
‘arm themselves, not only for defensive reasons, but that they 
= shows have roving aint so that if a-Negro was beng arrested 
» BY a police officer, other Negroes could come to the aid of the 
- ‘arrested person. Thomas said that if the Ku Klux Klan and white 
‘people generally wanted violence they “intended to combat violence 
with violence." LA 


advised that based upon 
wii information available, the Bogalusa City Administration felt that” 
Belnont the DDJ would not be “hos successful from the standpoint of 6 


DeLoch Ship and dues, but were concernéd about the difficulties 
COSPCL menenreumeneene 
cellos ——"S ED kg REC- 120 onde 
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AIRTEL to SAC, New Orleans 
RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
157-2466 ‘ 


‘discussions of the type referred to above would have among the 
local Negro population. 


On 2/22/65 Rohert Hicks, a Bogalusa Negro leader active 
in CORE, spoke before the Bogalusa Voters' League. He discussed 
Thomas' remarks of the previous evening before the DDJ and pointed 
out to the people in attendance, who were mostly teenage children, 
the advantages of arming themselves. Hicks went into detail concern 
ing how young Negroes could defend themselves by converging on 
police officers ak the time the arrest of a Negro is being made. 


Bufiles reflect the only information available concerning 
the DDJ is that contained in your radiogram 1/6/65 and follow-up 
airtel and letterhead memorandum (18M) 3/6/65 which reported on 
information obtained from a CORE representative and a member of the 
DDJ concerning the initiation of this new organization. Percy Lee 
Bradford, identified as President of the DDJ in your 1/6/65 
communications, is probably identical to the individual by the same 
name who is a victim in xrecénht; investigations by your office under 
the character "Public Accommodations, Civil Rights Act of 1964", 
(your files 173-51, 173~196, 173-195 and 173-55). 


There is no indication in communications submitted to 
date by your office that any investigation of captioned group is 
being initiated and it appears that the only sources from whom 7p 
information has been received to date is the 

and the two individuals mentioned in the 1/6/65 
IHM. Because of the potential for violence indicated, you are 
instructed to immediately initiate an investigation of the DDJ. 
Be alert for any indications of subversive and/or outside influence. 
Although it appears that the DDJ is confined Jocally, be alert to 
any-spreat-of the organization amd set out leads for investigation 
by other offices promptiy.—Dovelop—information—concerning_ the 
allézation of Thomas that his group has contacts in Chicago and 
Houston fot automatic weapons. Intensify efforts to develop 
gources relative to the DDJ and be alert to the possibility of 
pi tat ga allegal arming and illegal acts by the group through 

ervicws. 


Expedite submission of LAM containing information in 
retell. It is noted that Secret Service, New Orleans, and intelli- 
gence Corps Group, New Orleans, aré being advised. Insure prompt 
jocal dissemination of all pertinent information as developed, 


or a 


AIRTEL to SAC; New Orleans 
RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
157~2466 


The Bureau must be kept promptly advised of all 
developments relative to the DDJ and information suitable for 
dissemination should be promptiy submitted by LAM. 


It is noted that retel contained no reference to any 
prior communications whereas the information obviously tied in 
with your 1/6/65 communications. Failure to include appropriate 
reference, as required, results in an Administrative burden at 
Lie oe of Government. Remind responsible personnel concerning 

Ss matter, : 
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ng Re New Orleans teletype, 2/23/65 and New Orleans 


airtel, 2/24/65. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a 
letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter. 


Copies furnished ICG and Secret Service, New eee 


an (Encls.8) 


1-Chicago (Encl.1) (Info) 
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above. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT .. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to New Orleans, Louisiana 
File No. February 2, 1965 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE | 


~ JONESBORO, LOUISIANA - 
PERCY LEE{BRADFORD 


7 


On February 24, 1965, 


Louisiana, 


an z 
informed as follows concerning ba captioned organization: 


He stated that on the “tipi of February 21, 1965, 
he had attended a meeting in the early evning of the 21 
members of the’ Executive Committee of the Bogalusa Voters 
League. He ‘stated that he had then gone to another meeting 
. and had not been present at a meeting being held at the 
Bogalusa Labor Temple. He stated he subsequently found out 
that on the night of February 21, 1965, there had been a 
meeting attended by six members of Congress of Racial Equality 
SORE) , three of whom he knew were William Yates, Stephen _ 
fpeiter and a Charleskfenton,_ He stated there were \three 
colored members CORE also in attendance, but he did not 
know specifically who they were. Steve) 
% 


ee 


He stated that he had no knowledge of the actual 
nature of the discussion of this particular group which met 
with some other Bogalusa Negro citizens; however, he learned 
of the results of this on the night of February 22, 1965, at 
which time they had a general meeting of the Bogalusa Voters 


League. 
He stated on that occasion Robe ee a | 
a —— Louisiana, took#f€he ‘floor and told 
he meeting which was attended by about fifty percent adults 
and fifty pepeeut oe tee, of the plans of the Deacons for 
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA . 
PERCY LEE BRADFORD 


In overhearing Hicks’ discussion of this matter. 
which Hicks had obviously learned from the CORE people at 
the Sunday evening:: meeting.,,.:the Deacons for Defense of 
Justice intended to organize a group to promote civil rights 
and its purposes were much the same as those of CORE, except 
that this group intended to purchase citizens band, radio 
walkie-talkies and other equipment for the purpose of com- 
municating with one another in case of violence salad Negroes 
in the Bogalusa community. r 


advised that he personally was not in b7D 
sympathy with this position or with this program and would 
not, under any circumstances, advocate that his people went 
along with arming themselves as in doing so, they would place 
themselves in the exact: position that the Ku Klux Klan is 
doing, that of taking the law into their own hands. 


He stated that through his organization, the Bogalusa. 
Voters League, he would make no effort to back this type of 
program or plan, but desired to continue to work peaceably 
through his Bogalusa Voters League, through his Negro com- 
munity, and through the Bogalusa City Council in order to 
bring about a complete and peaceful integration of the oneine 
Bogalusa community... * 


He stated that plans to enroll Bogalusa citizens 
in the Deacons for Defense of Justice at $10.00 per person 
plus dues, probably would not receive a warm welcome at 
Bogalusa, although he personally realized that a certain 
segment of the population in the Negro community would be 
affected by this sort of talk and that he, representing the 


® 6 


- 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
JONESBORO, -LOUISIANA 
PERCY LEE BRADFORD : 


Bogalusa Voters League, was not in a position where he could 
appeal to these people on an intelligent level’as this matter 
would be entirely emotional with them. ae 


He stated that he hopes that he could do something 
to prevent development of this sort of activity in the Bogalusa 
community. 


-Louisiana, advised on February >» that on e night of b7C 


a Teal & was held -at Bogalusa, Louisiana, 
members of 

i i Kirkpatrick, ! 
a Negro, Ernes _. Negro a srend Fr Fenton, white, a Steve , — 
Miller, white’, William Yates, imma, ‘and another Bree whose ' =™“"*= 
name he does not recall. / 


. 


The nature of this meeting was to explain to the 
Bogalusa Negro community or its representatives, of the need 
for an organization to aid the Negro in protecting himself 
from elements in his community. He stated that this organiza-~ 
tion was to be known as the Deacons for the Defense of Justice 
and that the dues were to be $10.00 initiation fee and $2.00 
per month per person. He stated that of this money a:certain 
percentage would be contributed to the statewide headquarters 
which was to have been established ‘at Jonesboro, Louisiana. 
He stated that one of the CORE workers, namely Revérend 
Kirkpatrick and Ernest Thomas, discussed the considerable 
length that the monies were to-be’ used from the dues and 
initiation fees to pay radio equipment, including walkie- 
talkies, citizens band equipment, as well as ammunition and 
other various pieces of equipment. He stated that there was 
some discussion about the Negroes arming themselves and 
there was discussion about machine guns and purchase of machine 
guns as well. as ammunition. He stated that he personally 
had discussed with the members of the Bogalusa Voters League 
on the night of February 22, 1965, the membership in this 
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 
PERCY LEE RUEDECED 


organization and tried to stimulate interest. He stated that 
he was not too sure at this time, however, as to whether this 
organization was a good thing in view of the discussion about 
weapons and ammunition and in essence, a-new militant position. 
He stated that the members from CORE who had met with them 

had discussed the fact that they had a charter for this 
organization but that he, Hicks, had not yet seen. the charter 
and he did not expect to take any further action as to actually 
soliciting membership until such time as he could see the 
charter, study it, and discuss it at some length with an at- 
torney. 


Hicks indicated that there had been temporary 
persons elected by this group, but did not identify these 
temporary officers. He did, however, point out that there 
was to be an additional meeting of .those people who. were 
interested in the Deacons for Defense of Justice on Sunday 
night, February 28, 1965, but that he did not know at this 
time whether there would be any CORE representatives or 
whether the members from Jonesboro who had inaugurated this 
program would be and to further spell out the aims and 
purposes oaf the Deacons for Defense of Justice. L> 

CORE Task 


Cui Nena 
On February 26, I1965\William JohyxYates 

Force Worker advised that on Sie Ee ‘. 65, he, along with 

several other workers for CORE appeared at two meetings in 

Bogalusa, Louisiana, at which time he spoke to the local Negro 

population in attendance at these meetings concerning the * 

above organization. Yates stated that this organization was 

originated in the Jonesboro, Louisiana, area during the Summer 

of 1964. He stated that he believes the purpose of this 

organization is to assist Negroes in securing their rights 

to protect their homes and their families. Yates stated 

that this organization assists and advises Negroes as to the 

procurement of arms as well as instructs them how to obtain 


legal counsel in the event of court appearances. 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 
PERCY LEE BRADFORD 


re a 


-~ 


Yates stated that Robert Hicks, a local Negro leader 
in Bogalusa, Louisiana, is the representative of this organiza- 
tion in the Bogalusa area. Yates stated that on Monday, 
February 22, 1965, Robert Hicks addressed a meeting of the 
local Negroes in Bogalusa at which time he stated that the 
above captioned organization was being organized in the 
Bogalusa area. 


Yates was unable to furnish any information as to 
how the procurement of arms was handled by the Deacons for 
Defense and Justice. Yates stated that he believes that this 
organization will be formed in the Bogalusa area in the near ‘ 
future. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
,conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its’ contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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unr STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : 
New mn ieee 
March 4, 196 “t 


DEACONS:-FOR-DEFENSE-AND-JUSTICE 
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 
PERCY LEE BRADFORD 


. On March 1, 1965, The Chief of Police, -Claxton-, 
Knight, Bogalusa, Louisiana Police Department, informed: ~ - 
that on the night of February 28, 1965, a volunteer’ ' 
meeting of the Deacons For Defense and Justice met at . 

the Bogalusa Colored Union Hall, located on Third Avenue. 
He stated that this group which met was entirely local 

and was obviously a group which was following up the 
meeting of the previous week, which meeting had been 
attended by Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) members, 

and individuals from Jonesboro, Louisiana. 


Chief Knight stated that this meeting was ‘ 


“obviously not attended by a sufficient number of Bogalusa 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ; q 
| DATE 116.f BY 527 JG7-AY4¥LG 


Negro population to indicate much interest on the part 
of Bogalusa Negroes in the Deacons for Defense and Justice. 


He provided the following names of those 
individuals who attended this meeting, which lasted 
gegen | 35 or 40 minutes. He stated a total of 
14 Negroes attended this meeting. Four of these indi- 
viduals he was unable to identify. The others are as 
follows: 


Crown-Zellerbach Corporation, Bogalusa. - 4 
Willie [ABickham employed , 
at Hoffman Electrid Supply Co., ‘Bogalusa. ne 


Crown Zel 


unknown. 


ANCLOSURE) “ 


DEACONS: FOR DEFENSE-AND JUSTICE~ 
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 
PERCY LEE BRADFORD _ : * 


Boyén is, [J employed at Ray's 
Barber Shop, ithZst 2 DOgaLU: A : . bE 
y . —— b7C 
. crpoyment 
unknown. - 
ChariepySimns, Ce semployea a 
Keyston Insurantée‘“Agency, Bogalusa... 
\e . L ft 
, heodore ewman , ay Sa a 
employment unknown. - = 
fi : 
tehfNavis, wife's name Sue, local address 
unknown, employment unknown. . ‘ b6 
N : ° b7C 
Willié\ Harris, employed as. cab 
driver for A. 4é ‘Young. 
Chief Knightinformed that his inquiry into 


.  . the Deacons for Defense and Justice will continue ihn 
-  , Wiew of the potentialities for possible civic strife 
\ “Which might arise out of this type of organization. 


He stated that it was concensus, and that of 
his Assistant Chief, L. ¢. Tarrell;-that this organi- °° 
' gation was probably not going to be successful in 
Bogalusa, as he was of the impression that his Negro 
community were not desirous of becoming affiliated in 
any way with an organization which had as its purpose 
a defiance of law and order. 


This document contains neither recommendatiohs 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 3 
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Memorandum 


. : 
| to) MR. pELMOn’ DATE: March 15, 1965 
| eee ‘ 
/ FROM :d. H. GALE 
! 0 
SUBJECT: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
| ~ JONESBORO; LOUISIANA SCS; 
Ae ie 


. He was desirous 


tion and of any investigation we are conducting concerning the same. 
we 


organizationireveals our New Orleans Office has previously advised 
concefning thé; Deacons for Defense and Justice. Information was 


of Roser tunaished any packeraund information -we have on this organiza - 


Tolson 
Belmont 


SULMV Gn, smeeenemmene 
Tavel 
Trotter 


Teles ROOM pmsccme 
Holmes 
Gandy 


3 A check with the Domestic Intelligence Division concaening this 


furnished to ‘the Civil Rights Division and the Internal Security Division fe 


of the “Department by memoranda dated February 24, 1965, and 
March:4, 1965. ‘The Deacons for Defense and J ustice is a recently 


formed Negro organization in the State of Louisiana, including members 


of CORE and individuals from Jonesboro, Louisiana. A 
February 21, 1965; at Bogalusa, Louisiana, one Ern 
did most of the talking stated that fis Golléction of initiation fees and 
dues are to be used to purchase radio equipment, walkie.-talkies, 

literature and ammunition. Thomas: pointed out Negroes should arm 
themselves, not only for defensive reasons, but that the Negroes 

should‘have roving patrols so that if a Negro was being itn by a 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 


police officer other Negroes could come to the aid of the arrested 
person. 


Immediate investigation was initiated by the field because 
of the indicated potential for violence. Investigation is to include 
the identification of Ernest Thomas and the activity of the iii call 
tion. 


Information has been furnished to Secret Service as well as 
military intelligence concerning this group. Investigation is being 
closely followed. 


ACTION: 


Since information concerning the Deacons for Defense and 
Justice has already been furnished-to the Department, Mr. Reis’ 
attention will be called to the previous memoranda furnished to the 
Civil Rights Division and the Internal Security Division. — 
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PLASNEOAT + 
: oo. 1 - Mr, Trainor 
1 - Mr. Freund 


3-19-65 : | 
i 
i 
THIDTYPE DEFERRED | 
TO SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3693) 
FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 
SACKSON HIGH SCHOOL PAREN NEGRO END PAREN, JONESBORO, 
LOUISIANA, RACIAL MATTER, | | | 
RE NEW ORLEANS TEL MARCH BYGNTEEN LAST, a 4 


NEW ORLEANS CONSEDER INTERVINWZNG PERCY LEE BRADTORD AND |, 
BARNEST THOMAS, PRESIDENT AND ViCZ PRESIDENT RESPECTIVELY, DEACG 
FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC, IF REASON EXISTS FOR NOT INTERVIEWING 
EITHER, ADVXESE BUREAU DETAILS, 

EXPEDITE PRIOR BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS RE DEACONS FOR DEYENSE SS 
AND JUSTICE AND KEEP BUREAU CURRENTLY ADVISED. CONTINUE TO 


SUBMIT LerrenmeaD mevoranpa prompruy, /S” 7-_Z2¢46 Ke ~~ 
FHF : SMW (5) NOT RECORDED — 
174 mar 24 1965 


p- Deacons for Defense and Justice, Inc. es 

men somes Gee, 
NOTE: Deacons for Defense and Justice is a Negro group in L 
Louisiana allegedly formed to provide assistance to Negroes being 
arrested. Group alleged to be arming. Capbioned situation 
involves Negroes protesting and demonstrating. as reSult of rumor 
that high school coach Kirkpatrick reportedly active in recent 
civil rights activity was to be dismissed from position. Some 
indication that Deacons for Defense and Justice might be involved 
in violence in connection with this action, New Orleans 
previously instructed to expedite investigation of alleged 
organization to determine existence, leadership and activities 
and to consider complete interviews of leaders, Teletype being 
sent because of volatile racial situation and indication that 
Deacons for ense and Justice may be involved, 
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- On 3/1/65, aS YE *T 
advised - that -he was providirg the following information on 
‘a highly confidential basis to SA FRANK A SASS,. JRe» 
primarily because -only four individuals are aware of the ~ 
information set forth. “below. 


— stated that he has the utmost -— 
confidence in the FBI but that he does nd& want any other 
"- governmental. agency to know the following. information at 
‘ time. He stated that on 3/1/65, he, 

Commissioner of Public’ Safety ARNOLD SPIERS, Colonel — 


THOMAS BURBANK, Director:.of Public Safety and Superintendent ; 


of Louisiana State Police, met with Louisiana Governor 
JOHN MC KEITHEN at Baton Rouge, La. At that -time two 
principal subjects were discussed, one being the Deacons 
for Defense and Justice, the other being the Original 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (OKKKK). 


a 
At this timeL______] stated that the details 
of a meeting between several members of the Congress of 
- Racial Equality (CORE).and two or three other colored - 
individuals from Jonesboro, Louisiana, who.met with 
Bogalusa Negroes on 2/21/65, was discussed. | 
stated that the Governor and Colonel BURBANK were .made 
aware of the existence of this organization, The Deacons 
for Defense and Justice in Louisiana, and of its possible 
propensity for violence depending upon the degree of - 
organization that may be established in the future. He 
stated, that the Governor was made aware of information 
developed at Bogalusa concerning Negroes belonging to this 
organization, wie themselves, etc; 
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Cc stated that nee also discussed ~ 
at some-length the OKKKK, particularly as this pertained 
to Bogalusa, which he stated is without question’ the 
better’ organized units of all units in Louisiana. 


He stated that -they discussed -together in some 
detail the advantages and disadvantages of making a ~ 
request through the Louisiana Congressional Delegates: 
including Congressman HALE BOGGS, Senator ALLAN: < Je ELDEND 
Senator RUSSELL LONG, Congressman JAMES H,_ MORRISON; 
and others’ to apply pressure to some governmental investt- 
gative body with subpoena powers to investigate this 
organization in Louisiana‘ stated the , 
main feeling of the Governor was that if a governmental 
agency with subpoena power could inquire into the struc- 
ture ofthe OKKKK and into its purposes and aims with ' 
respect to its violence potential, that this’ may cause 
the organization to dissolve as a result of its, exposure 


to the*public. 


Teeachawieda? that this matter is 


any in the, talking stages at this time, but that he 


hoped: that possibly” some decision could bé arrived, at 

in thé next: coupleof weeks as to the merits of making 
Such aurequest. He stated that it was agreed that no 
action would be taken’ by the Governor until such time 

as the Governor again farina ie him and informed 
him of his plans. ‘ | 


‘In this vepect, -— stated that her 


personally would more than welcome some Federal investigative. 
body with subpoena powers delvihg into the OKKKK, partic- 
ularly as that will affect his community. He stated that 
his hands are completely tied, in this respect, and in 
fact, he feels that his personal reputation has been 
considerably damaged by allegations and inferences that 
he personally is a member of the OKKKK, which he stated 

is definitely not true. He stated that he could swear 
almost without question that none of the members of his, 
City Counéil were members of the OKKKK, with the exception 
of his City Attorney, ROBERT T. RESTER. In this respect, 
however, he stated that he could not prove*that RESTER 
was a member of the OKKKK, but knew from his sources and 
friends that RESTER was 80 involved. 
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informed that it was true that he : b7D 


b3 


knew many individuals who he felt were members of the Kian, 
as did the members of. his City Council, which he stated 
possibly gave people “guilt by association" impression. 


He stated that he has aired publicly through the 
news media at Bogalusa and through the local radio station 


his views whenever possible, but that somehow the national 
‘press already created a bad image of the Bogalusa community. 


as a whole, and he felt that possibly some personal appear- 
ance before a government investigative body could correct 
some of this misunderstanding. 


stated that he is well aware of the b7D 
FBI's responsibility with respect to organizations as 
The Deacons for Defense and Justice, and the OKKKK. He 
stated that he- was most willing to co-operate at all 
times with the FBI, as he felt that the FBI had been of 
much assistance to. his Police Department already in 
keeping the local authorities advised of potential 
demonstrations, etc. He stated that he would immediately 
advise the FBI of any information which he received from 
the Governor which would indicate the Governor's -plans. 


‘This matter is being followed on a continuing 
basis- at Bogalusa and if any plans are finalized, the 
Bureau will be informed by letterhead memorandum suitable 
for dissemination. 
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FROM : J. H, cas 


SUBJECT: G, DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
a J ONESBORO, LOUISIANA 
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DATE: March 15, 1965 Gul 


As indicated in my previous memorandum today, Mr. Reis 
re Gaested information concerning the above-captioned organization; 
in View of a conversation which Governor LeRoy Collins, Directoi:’ 

of the Community Relations Service, had with the Attorney Genera ‘ 
thiSsmorning. Mr. Reis was referred to our memoranda dated SR 

* Fehruary 24, and March 4, 1965, advising the Department concerning | 
this*extremely militant Negro organization. 


as; Mr. Reis was appreciative of this information and advised cf | 
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“Rat he had now received additional information that Governor Collins 
orshis aide, Jerome Heilbron, had received a tip that the Deacons for 
te.] Defense and Justice, Jonesboro, Louisiana, would do something 'tdrastic” 
‘ “a in the next two or three days. He was unable to furnish any specifics 
“but ‘Fequested that Governor Collins be contacted to see what specifics 
we: 
he hhad’concerning this matter. 


ry 
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ACTION - 


‘ 


“ 


- That Governor Collins be contacted to determine the specifics 
of the: ‘alleged information in his possession that the Deacons for 
Defeiise and Justice would do something drastic in the next two.or 

three, days and that the New Orleans Office be immediately alerted 

to this ‘information for their assistance in closely following this 


organization -- if approved, to be handled by fe Domestic Intelligence 
Division. 
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TELETYPE DEFERRED 


TO SAC NEW ORLEANS 0c 5 


FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS (ORGANIZATION). 
"RE NEW ORLEANS TEL MARCH SIXTEEN INSTANT, CAPTIONED JACKSON 
HIGH SCHOOL (NEGRO), JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, NEW ORLEANS EXPEDITE 
INVESTIGATION OF CAPTIONED ALLEGED ORGANIZATION TO DETERMINE ITS 


" EXISTENCE, LEADERSHIP, ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES, INVESTIGATION 


SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO POINT WHERE FULL AND COMPLETE INTERVIEWS CAN 


BE GONDUCTED WITH LEADERS, EXPEDITE AND KEEP BUREAU IMMEDIATELY 


*s ‘saovrsep OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. — li 


Yur: ia (3) 


Goof 
NoTE Zs Deacons for Defense and Justice is a Negro group formed in 
Louisiana with oheeErnest Thomas apparently its spokesman, Thomas 
has told Negroes they should arm themselves and form roving’ patrols ‘ 
which will assist Negroes when the Negroes are being arrested, 
Initiation fees and dues of the group are to be used to purchase 
ammunition, radio £exaxanixsmeexekxkhexEEanpxere equipment and 


‘literature, The New Orleans Office is conducting a current: 
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Gray 
nH. aed Col Men 
This is to advise ‘you 62 the nature of ca’ tioned fe) anization 
and its current activities. The! Deacons for .Defense and Justice is a 
Negro group’ allegedly being formed in the State of Louisianas: Its: 
headquartérs are believed to be in Jonesboro, Louisiana., Its»President 


atrols. ‘which will assist any Negroes who may be arrest 
Initiation fees and dues of this alleged group are to be used—tt ‘purchase 
ammunition, radio equipment and literature. The New Orleans Office is 

conducting a current investigation of this alleged group to dete ne if 
it is in existence, the identities of its leadership and its mega 


honas has told Negroes that they should arm ee o7 


activities. Currently, the Deacons for Defense and Justice app to be 
interested in a demonstration which has been occurring at the J son 
High School (Negro), Jonesboro, Louisiana, Students there have/ been 
denonstrating in protest of the rumored dismissal of the Athleti¢ Coach 
F. Dy Mialcpatntok for his recent activity inbehalf of civil rights, 
School authorities have not made known whether the coach is to’ be dis- 
missed or the basis for such a dismissal. 


Leroy Collins, Director, Community=Relations Service, Department 
of Commerce, has expressed an interest in captioned organization. 
Pertinent information has been furnished to the Community Relations 
Service, Civil Rights.Division and Internal Security Division of the 
Department, as well as.military intelligence agencies and appropriate 
state and local authorities in the State of Louisiana. 


New Orleans is following this matter closely and has been 
instructed to expedite its investigation of the captioned organization. 
We have been pressing for early interviews of Bradford and Thomas for 
the deterrent ‘value such interviews might have. New Orleans has advised 
that since Bradford’and Thomas are taking an active part in negotiations 
throught the Community Relations Service with school authorities in an 
effort!ito, resolve tbis dispute, they will not be interviewed until after 
a meeting 3/22/65"c#-the school board and the leaders of factions 
involved. This seems reasonable because otherwise we might be injecting 
ourselves into the middle of ,this school dispute, We are continuing to 
press vigorously our investigatign of L5G iE icra: lag 
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tA, 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) 


DATE t=1e BY SY 2 


4] 
FROM: encod’ NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) (P) 


SUBJECT ;~ "SHANGED" 
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, -INC.. 
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA _. 


pene centr Seati O E e e UE 


The title is marked changed to show the correct 
corporate name of this organization, which was preys sly ae * * 
referred to before it was incorporated by the name~“Deacons. +‘ ae 
for Defense and. Justice. _ i 


a 
Enclosed to the Bureau are 10 copies of a “Kn ; 
letterhead memorandum in this matter; the extra copies 
are submitted for the Bureau file in the matter captioned 
JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL (NEGRO), JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, RM. 


LEADS 
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 
AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 


Will conduct interviews with the officers and 
leaders of Deacons of Defense and Justice, Jonesboro, f ) 
Louisiana, as set forth below to determine in detail the \ oe 
objectives of the organization and how these objectives 
are to be jattained, with particular emphasis on possible 
use of fitearms, potential for violence, any subversive 


and/or outside influence, whether patrols and guards Py ae 4 
fo hae at RA A “ . ay Pie SOLD bpp Koo aaa seni 
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have been utilized and under what conditions; develop any 
information, particularly from EARNEST THOMAS, concerning 
the allegation of THOMAS that this group has contacts in 
Chicago and Houston for automatic weapons; as instructed 


_ “by-Bureau by airtel dated 2/26/65 intensify efforts to 


develop sources »~alative to DDJ and be alert to discouraging 

illegal arming and illégatants by the group through 

interviews. To be interviewed: “runcv tag BRADFORD 

EARNEST THOMAS, CHARLIE WHITE, COSETTA JACKoox.,..mayp 

AMOS, FREDERICK DOUGLAS KIRKPATRICK, ELMO JACOBS, Alibiw -~._ | 
SCHERRAH, OLIN SATCHER, E. L. PATTERSON, and ODIS MARTIN, mt eee 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


Additiorm& information on this organization and 
its activity at Bogalusa, Louisiana, was furnished in 
memoranda dated February 24, 1965 captioned "Deacons for 
Defense and Justice"! and February 26, 1965 and March 4, 
1965 captioned "Deacons for Defense and Justice, Joneshoro, 
Louisiana, Percy Lee Bradford." 
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From ly 19 96 t 
Joneshoro, Louisiana, had 8 Negro. special police officers, 
uring racial demonstrations and testing, of Public 
Accommodations and Public Facilities under the Civil Rights 
Act of 1p Three of the officers were Rev. Frederick 


nae Dougla irkpatrick, Coach at Jackson age ab h School, 
as T Aesbors, Lowistana, Henry Col Collinsiates fos, and Elmo 
ps flasabs -~ all of whom had other em 


pl 
a part-time basi out ° 
i 


Amos stated that he felt that the Negro section 

r was in need of police protection, which-he said could not 
be had from the regular law enforcement officers of the 
area, particularly after.the special Negro police were. 

‘% discontinued. Amos stated that the name the group adopted 
was, Deacons for Defense and Justice (later incorporated 
under the name Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., (DDJ). 
Amos stated that the leader of the group was Percy Lee... - 
Bradford. Amos said bm at DDJ patrols were not ordinarily - 

5 armed but that they were to have available to them firearms 

~ « if needed for self-defense. 


Reverend Frederick Douglas Kirkpatrick, Coach, 
Jackson High School, Jonesboro, advised on January 5, 
1965 that DDJ was a non-violent organization within 
Jackson Parish formed to promote justice for the Negro. 
Kirkpatrick stated that the DDJ followed the same principals 
as laid down by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) ; 


Myce 


NO 157-3290 


except its members would, if attacked, defend themselves 
- by use of force. He said the DDJ had two citizens band 

radios and two walkie talkies tao.be used to communicate : 
with one another in case violence against a Negro should 
be initiated in Jackson Parish. Kirkpatrick stated - j 

. that there were between 250 and 300 members of DDJ qitlein: 
the parish; he said that they did not carry arms, .although 

* possession of shotguns and rifles for hunting is common- 
place in the area. He said that the following were’ — 
leaders at that time of DDJ, which was pe chartered, or i 

» incorporated, at that time: 


: Ae / 
B. APPECK AA : bé 
President: " Percy. Le ; dford™ ; b7C 


Vice President: Henry Col¥ins Amos 
. : Secretary: Frederick Douglas Kirkpatrick _* 
Finance Secretary: _All cherrah - 
Group Leaders: 


: : pktrOm Charles Cosetta - -~ 
, —fFackson, Odig-Martin, OlinjSatcher, E. InfPatterson. “ 


: On January 5, 1965 Chief Adrian G. Peevy, 
6 4 Jonesboro Police Department, and Sheriff Newt T. Loe, 
~ s Jackson Parish Sheriff's Office, Jonesboro, advised that 
they were aware of the existence of such a group as’ DDJ 
and were aware of ee of such a group. ; 


Charles Joseplf{fenton, representative of 

CORE at Jonesboro, Louisiana, advised January 5, 1965 
that an organization known as Deacons for Defense of ” 
Justice, with Percy Lee Bradford, Negro male, age about 
44, as president, has been organized at Jonesboro, 
Louisiana. He stated that this'‘organization was organized 
to promote Negroes' civil rights and that its’ purposes 
were much the same as those of CORE. He stated that 
whereas CORE is completely non-violent in its methods 
of dealing with civil rights matters, DDJ would be more 
militant and inclined to use violence in dealing with 
A . any violent opposition encountered. He stated that 

the DDJ has night patrols in the Negro sections of 

Jonesboro and he feels that these night patrols are 

armed, ‘ 


Following is a clipping from the New York Times, 
Sunday, February 21, 1965 under dateline February 19, 
1965 at Jaesboro, Louisiana: 
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Chief Deputy Sheriff James Van Beasley, Jackson 
Parish Sheriff's .Office, Jonesboro, advised on Mach 20, 

+ 1965 that the Sheriff's Office had been aware of the 
existence of such‘an organization as DDJ for about three 
or four months and had seen Negro men apparently on patrol, 

1 OY On- guard in areas of testing of public accommodations 
by Negroes under the Civil Rights Act of 1964. He stated 
that the Negro men most often observed on the apparent 
patrols or guard details included: Percy Lee Bradford, 
Beeteron Thomas, Frederick Douglas Kirkpatrick, Cosetta 
PACK SOP Jackson, Elmo Jacobs, ‘Olin Satchér, and Henry Collins 

mos. - 


Beasley stated also that an article had been 
submitted from -Jonesboro and published in the New York 
Times on February 21, 1965 recounting real or. imaginary 

+ activities of DDJ, and in the article statements were 

iad made that members of DDJ were armed and equipped with 
citizens band (CB) radios. Beasley stated that trans- 

, missions by Negroes on CB radios had been monitored on 
many occasions at Jonesboro, indicating that the Negro 
patrols and guard details were on duty, but no record 
had -been ‘Kept of such transmissions. that wexe monitored. 


Beasley stated that on January 30, 1965 about 
10 unknown white persons were visiting in Jonesboro at | 
the CORE office during. :the day and that night they were 
, at the Minute Spot, a Negro cafe, along with Percy Lee 44 
/ Bradford, Earnest Thomas, Elmo Jacobs, Le bert, and 
other Negroes. He stated that activities of that day 
-« indicated that the Negroes had been providing patrols 
+ and guards in connection with the visiting white persons 
and that night, just before midnight, Deputies Beasley, 
; Douglas McBride, and M. J. Walker, drove -by the Minute 
cs - Spot Cafe and observed Bradford, Thomas, Amos, Jacobs, 
and Lee Gilbert standing in front. of the cafe. Gilbert 
, was holding in his hands.a shotgun, and the officers ' 
- stopped and arrested him. Gilbert claimed that the 
shotgun was not his and that he was merely holding it, but — 
; he gave no information on whose gun it was or whom he got 
. # it from. Recovered from him was a 12 gauge shotgun loaded 
with a “ring'® shell, and eight other "ring" shells were 
recovered from his pockets. A "ring" shell was described 
‘ ag a shotgun shell with a cut ring around the shell, so 
that when the shell is discharged in the gun, not only 
are the pellets expelled through the gun barrel, but a 
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portion of the shell casing is discharged with the load, 
making a large slug-type projectile. Beasley stated that 
Gilbert was in the presence of Bradford, Thomas, [___], and 
Jacobs, when he was arrested, and that they arrived at the 
jail promptty to bond him out after he was charged with 
displaying a dangerous weapon in’ a public place while 
under the influence of intoxicants. He said that Gilbert 
later entered a plea of guilty to the charge. 


Beasley stated that he felt reasonably sure that 
these patrols and guard details were armed, .because on 
recent occasions some of those most active had been arrested 
and loaded firearms had been recovered from them when arrested. 


Beasley stated that a Mrs. Womack, who resides 
near Jonesboro City Hall, observed Cosetta Jackson leave 
his taxi near city hall during the period of: police 
roadblocks on March 11, 1965 and walk toward the Negro 
section; he said she observed Jackson return to the taxi 
later carrying a rifle. Beasley stated that Jackson was 
arrested on March 15, 1965 for carrying a concealed weapon, 


“+ éand at that time there were recovered from him a .22 caliber 


automatic rifle and a four-barrel .22 caliber pistol, both 
loaded; recovered from him also at the time of arrest were 
two walkie talkie CB radios. 


Me 


Beasley stated that Olin Satcher was arrésted on 
March 11, 1965° for resisting an officer and carrying a 
concealed weapon, and at the time of arrest there was 
recovered from him a .22 caliber automatic rifle, loaded, 
which Satcher had been carrying’ in-his car during the 
period of the demonstrations at Jackson High School 
(Negro) in Jonesboro. . 

James W. Dade,-[ sid retired teacher, 
and Mrs. Edward Farley, teacher at Hawk Elementary 
School, Jonesboro, member and chairwoman, respectively, 
of the Grievance Committee selected to represent the 
Negroes in connection with presentation of :grievances 
tothe Jackson Parish School Board relative to the 
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demonstrations at Jackson High School, advised on March 
17, 1965.that Percy Lee Bradford and Earnest Thomas | 
spoke out against the proposal of .the school board 

that the students discontinue demonstrations and 

return to classes as a condition of the School Board's 
acceptance of the proposal to meet with the Negroes . 


“at Jackson High,School on March 22, 1965. Mrs..' 


Farley supported the effort to get the students to 
discontinue demonstrations on March 17, 1965 as a basis 

for ‘the meeting with, the School Board, but béecaise in part, 
at least, of the influence of Bradford and Thomas, 4 
President and ‘Vice President, respectively of sos the : 
demonstrations continued. 


The corporation charter records of the office 
of Jackson Parish Clerk of Court, Jonesboro, Louisiana, 
under registry file number 172923, contain a charter of 
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., Jonesboro, 


Louisiana, filed March: 8, 1965 showing that this 


organization, as a corporation, was’ formed March 5, . 
1965 by notarial act before James Sharp, Jr., Notary, 


.and Attorney, at Monroe, Louisiana. Following is a 


copy. of this charter as filed with the Jackson.Parish 


Clerk of Court, Jonesboro, Louisiana: 


Py | ae aRa 4 
ARP ICLES oF INCORPORATION ’ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
be ; Fs . STATE OF LOUISIANA a 

DEACONS oF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, ING. PARISH OF’ OUACHITA ! 


' . ‘ a 
te ia 
\ 


BE IT KNOWN, That on this’ the i, day of the Month of 

March, in the Year of Our on Oho Whousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-_ 
Five: = : . . . | 

i ‘ He 

BEFORE, a Notary Public, in and for this Parish and 
State, ‘personally came and appeared the several parties of furl age. _ 
of mason whoee iitaadien are subscribed, who declared in the 
presence or the undersigned competent witnesses, that availing; 
themselves! of the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 
Sections we: 101 - 12:155, they do hereby organize a nonprofit | ’ 
corporation as defined in Revised Statute 12: 101 ,(8) under and, in 


aceordancd with these articles, of Incorporation, — ‘ 


4 
} 
iy 


; ' ARTICLE 1, "yaMat “ p 


: F ' 
; i 
‘the name of this , ,corporation is “Deacons op ietome ‘nd 


at 

; poe 0 a 4 
Justice, Inc,". Pay : : 

t t ‘i . ‘ 


i | aiicns 21. "purposes" Lon a 
* tht Corporation is ‘organized for the following purposes 
- ahd to carry on’ "the following ‘purposes: TS instiuct, ‘train, teach 
ti and educate Citizens of the United States and especially minority 
) “groupe in! the fundamental principals of “the republicad form of 

government and ‘our “dendoratic way or lite; ‘to instruct, tenoby train 
ana. educate pane persons in. the provisions of the constitution and , 
awe of the United State and bho State of Louisiana, ds well ds the 
. dpa tstutdon and laws éf any other State wherein! this"corporai/ion 
niby operate; tolinstrust, teach, train andj educate said persotis in 
the use, | ‘value and purpose of the ballot aid thej right to vote; to 


at 


thetruct,, teach! brain, and educate said pepaons | fas to lithe duties and 


, pee pons dui totes of good edtizensnip relative | to. the dbligat, on and 
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duties of ‘the citizen to the ‘community and, tne obligation and duties ; 
of, the coumunity, to the citizen: To further instruct, teacn, train 
it 


anla educate said: persons in the value, of’ economic security and’, in’ 
the effective | use of their spending power; to inspire ‘in said persons 
evetas of responsibility and to develop leadership, This corpor- : 
ae has for ats further purpose, and is ‘dedicated to, the defense : ) 
‘of the civil Tue! ts, property rights and personal rights of sala | 
ewe and"wit defend said rights by any and all Honorable and “ be 
; legal sme als to the end that yipttes may be obtained, This corpor- 
ation may ‘establish chapters and conduct its business at any pace 
in this State and elsewhere as, permitted by: law... 2 
! ' ti 


i ‘ 3 q Ay U ¢ J ¢ 
: ARTICLE Ii. "DURATION" 
he af 
‘i fais corporation shall enjoy corporate existence for! a 
i, i : : 


period of ninety-nine (99) years from date "hereof, 


‘ i 4 : a * " ty , 
, “ARTICLE IV. "REGISTERED opricE™, 


{ 
t 


(fhe location’ and post office address of its registered 
office shall be:, Amos Service, Station, (rear), beach Spring Koad, 


Drawer B, !Jonesboro, Louisiana. . Lk are : 
. ' ? ' & ’ 
7 m - : 
‘ ; : ARTICLE V. “REGISTERED ASENTS"* 
‘ i 
‘ ‘The full namés and post office afidressés of ‘its registered 
A it 
agents arg: u r " + / 
i 4 y mt 
t, hle Edrnest Thomas,, P. 0. Box 72, Jonesboro, Louis#ana. 
% a 
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:2, Elmo Jacobs, P.’0. Box 12, Jonesboro, Louis tang. 


' i : 
: , : ; Bi * é “4 ‘ : | 
| ; ARTICLE VI. "BASIS OF ORGANIZATION . | : ) 


ia corporation shall be organized iat pail at ca! | istock 


i 


and cask elds shall oe evidenceaty ee ee ee members tip. _ The 
mentetens? shalt be constituted and composed of all of ve under=" 
signed incorporators and all parsons hereinafter ‘who apply for 
menbersbty and satisfactory show that ihoy ane a deatcated to the 


proposition of protecting tarot any and ae legal méans Te 
i 
ze granted ‘by appropriate law to all Citizen's of the United” 


y L 
States of America and particularly members., of minority groups | ona 
; | 
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are i as members by a ‘majority of the members of this 


corporation present and voting at a regular meeting. 


t 
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ARTICUS VIE e BOARD OF DIRECTORS" 
i ‘Phe arratva of this cedeesoakien shall be managed by 8 


poard of Directors consisting of five (5) members of this corpor- 


I 


ation tcont the time of incorporation until said number is cnanged 


by ar « PRICY to the article or by-laws of this corporation and v 
the following shall constitute: the first Board of Directors: 
4 
+ t *} 


‘« 
t 


. 1. Herey Lee Bradford .P. 0. Box 95,, Jonesboro, ;Louisiana 

‘ 2. Barnes Thomas P. 0. Box 492, Jonesboro, Louis Lana 

| a, Charlie White - Pe O. Box as Jonesboro, Louisiana 
he Goastvas fauhaok General Delivery, fonesboro, Loujjedane 
S. ‘ehmo abot -? P. 0. Box 12h, Jonesboro, Louisiina, 


: ; e a ! 3 > + 4 


. ithe qualification, term of ‘office, manner of election, 
c impensation, powers and duties of the directors x the time and , 
place and manner ,of calling, giving notice and of conducting directors 


meetings and number of directors which shall pone Sh habe a quorum,’ 


shall be proscribed by the ‘Ly-laws. . R 4 f 
i : | 5 S 3 a A 

i , 
ARTICLE VII. "POWER AND CAPACITY". ; 


This corporation shall: have the capacity to act posaes sed 


pers and shall haye authority. ‘to perform those acts 
f 


which are avaare and! proper to accomplish the purposes expréssed 


by! natural 


Bi 
‘or’ an these articles or that may be! incidental there to'jand 


; 


shall have ‘all the power, authority and gettetis of a tonprotit 
corporation as provided ‘ ‘for by' 'Touiatena Revised Statutes of 1950, 
Title 12:101 - 12s 155 without 1imiting said powers, this corporation 
shall have, the power ans authority to receive, hola and administer 
property?1A trust, as provided by law, to sue and be sued in sha 
corporate mame y te make , and use a corporate seal, to hod, purchase, 


lease, mortgage, ‘sell and receive by donation or otherwise, deur, 
i . } : ‘ 


{ i i : 7 f s , i 


‘ 
i 4 al } It : 
y * » e 


; } ts 2 ra 1 £ { ¥ 
4 i 4 f : 
f 


. h a s } y k i 


= 
no nn nt ee it mE 


ok 


| teeta RM EN FEN era nmmtannntts Se A epee a SE RE nga ORME 28 ATW nee LS og See 


personal dnd mixed property, to borrow money, to issue, negotiate, 
sell and pledge evidences of indebtedness and to secure same by 
pledges, deeds of trust or mortgage, of both the whole or any:-part 
of the property of this a ad aaa and to receive, ’ collect ahd 


pay out ented? — the per eee of its corporate purposes 


‘ i i | ' 
‘ ARTICLE IX. NOFPIGERS" ‘ : : 
y Lj j 

ihe Bop a of Directors shall elect tne following ee ell 


A President, who ‘shall be chairman of the Board of Directors, a Vice-, 


‘i 


President.,, who shall be Vice-Cnatrman of the Board of Directors, a 


be dues 


i 


from all oie according to ‘its by-laws made for said parpeas. 


5 1 ' 4 
Secretary | and a Treasurer. This board shall regulate ahd colle 


The Board of Divector s nia create new ot'fices and regulate tne’ duties 


4 A 

of the of ficers Jas Lu may deem aévisable. ‘The first officers iare; 
' ’ j PF. 4 ' > j i 
i 


NAME ; 6FFICE 

fs Porcy Lee Bradford * President | 
f, , < — 

| x ee Thomas ' Vice-President 
t 3. Charlie White , Seére tary : 
; 7 4 1” a b , ‘ 
he Gosetta Jackson ; Tréasure me 
i ¢ t H c n be 
4 L f & 


ARTICLE a | 


t ‘ & W 4 

whe Board of ‘pirecters shall have the Bower 0 inake ,* amend 
t 

and replace by-laws to govern this corporation provided they are in 

; 

iy 


‘ 


aceordancé with and do ‘hot conflict with tnese abtielés, 
j a TESTIMONY WHEREOF, said aaumaahaiae: have hereunto 


aes ther names at Monroe, :Louisiana, in the presence of | 


4 


niin Li Shary een ee » legal ahd compe'tent, 
t : 
witnesses; and me, said Notary Public, on this the Sty day of March, , 


in the Year of Our Lord, One Thousand Nine!Hundrgd and; Sixty-Filve, 
t wt : ' . 
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On March 24, 1965, HENRY COLLINS AMOS was contacted 
and interviewed regarding another matter at his office \ 
behind the Amos Gulf Service Station, Beach Springs Road, 
Jonesboro, Louisiana. Amos voluntarily furnished information 
that he is a member of Deacons of Defense and~Justice, Inc. 
(DDJ), Jonesboro, which he described as a civic organization 
dedicated to civic improvement in the Negro ee and to 
protection of the 7 rights of yr : the : 
ona ey m at DDJ is 


1ite taped on ; ue the SoaverenE ian ees aioe it 
was observed: that Elmo Jacobs walked into the office, and 
Amos handed him a loaded .45 caliber revolver in a leather 
holster from the desk drawer. 


Amos stated that members of the DDJ do not engage- 
‘in armed patrols, put that the stories of their armed 
patrols were given out to discourage klansmen and persons. 
of that kind from going into the Negro section to cause 
trouble. He stated that there have been a-number of * 
crosses burned in the Negro section within the last year 
or two, and that‘one night in July, 1964, a motorcade of 
about 30 cars with persons wearing hoods and white robes 
‘drove through the Negro section of town, led by a’ ea 
car of the Jonesboro Police Department. 


Amos took from his desk a copy of the charter 
‘of DDJ, and he stated that the officers and members of 
the Board of Directors of the organization are responsible, 
civic-minded residents of Jonesboro, ‘He stated that the. 
organization has a very limited membership, although it 
had made claim of a very large membership in order to be 
-more effective in discouraging persons from entering the 
ee section for the ‘purpose ‘af causing trouble. 


and Earnest; Thomas, as representatives, of DDJ, had a meeting: 
with Mayor L. 0. Tait and Chief of aes sal Adrian G. Peevy; 
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Amos stated that he, Elmo Jacobs, Casetta Jackson , 
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-,Jonesboro, Louisiana, on the morning of March 24, 1965, and 


presented to them a-plan for civil improvement of the Negro 
section of Jonesboro,’ including a clean-up drive and a plan 
for street - eet and house nyaihess tia aaeaad the Negro 
section. 


Amos stated that DDJ definitely does not advocate 


‘violence and that the use of firearms would be ‘approved 


only for self-defense or for use to prevent klansmen or 
organized groups from entering the Negro section to beat up 
a resident of the area or to engage in acts of violence 


. against a resident of the area. Amos stated that he felt 
: that leaders of DDJ would be glad to furnish information to 


the FBI about the DDJ° — 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 


of theFBI. . It is the property of the FBI and is loaned. 


to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 


outside your agency. 
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The originals removed from this file and replaced with 
duplicate copies of the original were accessioned to the 
-National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) pursuant 
to the JFK Records Collection Act of 1992. Provision of the 
JFK Act allowed for certain information to be postponed from 
public release until the year 2017; therefore, the pages have 
NOT necessarily been released for public review in their 
entirety. , 


Under the JFK Act, originals to all material deemed 
assassination records must be accesssioned to NARA regardless 
of whether the material is open in full or released with 
information postponed. Therefore, any documents or pages 
from FBI files accessioned to NARA pursuant to the JFK Act 
are no longer considered the possession of the FBI. The 
duplicate pages have been inserted strictly for research 
purposes. 


The copies contained herein do not necessarily show 
the most up-to-date classification. 


To attain a copy of the-publicly released version of 
any materials maintained in the JFK Collection at the NARA 
facility in College Park, MD, you may contact the JFK Access 
Staff, at 301/713-6620. 


The following materials were removed from this file 
and are maintained in the JFK Collection at NARA: 


File & Serial Number JFK Subfect Identifier 
for NARA purposes 


51-2466 - I$ Wel.tcsems G.. Waldman 
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The document listed below was processed 


as a see reference for the above listed subject. 
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$ /57- 4b6 -| June 22, 1965 
? 


Mr. Earl H, Williams 
720 Fourth Street 
West Des Moines, Iowa 


Dear Mr. Williams: 


Your letter of June 16th has been received, 
and it was good to hear from you. Your best wisnes and 
the confidence in the work being handled by the Bureau 
expressed in your letter are also deeply appreciated. 
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Thank you for forwarding the newspaper 
Clippings. ‘Your observations are being made a matter 


of record. 
Sincerely yours, 
a J, Edgar Hoovey” 
oa vas 
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-* NO'TE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents‘ Listi: He EOD 


» 3-29-34 and retired 11-30-58. His file is satisfactory. (67-32303) 
‘sg DCL/ufp ? The Deacons for Defense and Justice are — of Bufile 157-2466. 
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TRUE COPY 


720 - 4th Street 
West Des Moines, Iowa 
June 16, 1965. 


eo 
Enclosed are some clippings taken from the Des Moines 


Sunday Register, Des Moines, Iowa, relating to thé*Deacons, an 
organization headed up by one Ernest Thomas, Jonesboro, Louisiana. 


It is also surprising the apparent ease with which these 
people obtained these weapons when they are denied to the average 
citizen. 


Some of my friends are deeply disturbed by this 
organization‘as well as other similar armed mobs. Hence the reason 
for this letter. 


Iam not interested in what has been found out about 
this group but only if it has come to your attention and is receiving 
investigative attention. 


Please be advised your support out this way is very heQ 
strong and unwavering. People still have the greatest: confidence in 
the FBI and in these troublesome times provides an anchor to which 


- people cai tie. e®. S7~ 24S -/ 


G oo i? Very truly yours, 
ie 
“eel au ° 
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st Wishing you many oe years of continued succes 
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‘Tn 3. States. 


— By Roy Reed’ 
on Hey fh Tins News bservices . ; 


- : “Barnest:: Tia of Sone 
-horo, La;, the 32-yé-old vice-. 
president and:organizer of-the - 
Deacons,. said Friday. that the - 

' organization had -.50.- to. 55, 
| chapters in- various - stages ‘of 
| organization _ it iana, 
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‘Continiied from Sood 


i of the murder ‘of O’Néal. Moore, 
, * one'of Washington Parish’s ‘first 
i Negro deputy _ sheriffs.» .Many 
“i “Deacon. chapters . are_in: towns 
. | that’ have CORE * ‘staffers at 

work” * 
Richard’, ‘Haley of” Nev Ore 
* Jeans, the southern ‘director of 
+. the Congress, of ‘Racial Equality, 
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being furnished U.S, Secret Servicé, both Detroit, 
Mich, ' Two copies’ are also being. furnished Chicago 
copies 'are being furnished New Orleans which’ ‘has. an 
apparent interest in view of mention of "The Deacons — 

for Defense and justice", which reportedly voces AB 

in‘ the | State: of Louisiana. 
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ource number one is[ Source number two is 
Source number three-is[____)SC*7"7" . oo. bID 


Detroit 
Police Department. 


This matter is being followed ciseee by the Détroit 


Office and the Bureau wade -be aaa of POF PPHERY, ceveise- 
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: —— DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 7 Detroit, Michigan 
File No. dune 10, 1965 


Re; Revolutionary aeeren Movement 
(RAM): _ 


"> Reference is made to Detroit memorandum dated 
June 3, 1965, mapclenee as. ‘above. Be 


On June 7, 1965, source number one, who has 
furnished reliable information in’ the past, advised that 
a meeting’of the Fox and Wolf, Hunt ‘Club (FWHC) was held 
on, June 6, 1965, in a small office of Richard B. Henry, 
located at B3341 ‘Livernois, Detroit, Michigan. & (4) 


Source identified the ‘following individuals ‘as 
being among some of those in attendance at this meeting: 


’ 


4 
¥ 


Richard Henry, 
Virgil Hobbs, 

ae . Charles Simmons, 
Marshall ee 


General Baker " 


Vales Crossley, 
Max Henderson, 
. Gretta Bridges. &) (uy 


Source advised that this meeting was ‘éalled 7 
to order by the FWHC President . Richard B. eis >» and the © &u ay 


© | coxa TAL ) 


Re: Revolutionszy Action Movement 
(RAM) 


FWHC Treasurer, General Baker, gave his report on the 
status of the club bank,account and he collected the dues 
for the nonth of dune. (f ) 


A report was then given by Max Henderson on 
the prospective purchase of shooting jackets and: jacket 
arm patches and all present voted unanimously for the 
purchase of the jackets and the patches, (Y): 


According to source number one, Richard Henry 
showed those present a newspaper clipping which he 
‘stated he had taken from the Sunday edition of June 6, © 
1965, of the'"Detroit Free Press", &. neEwSpAper - . published 
daily. in Detroit. The article is captioned, "Southern 
Negroes Fo rned League Against Terrorists" and reads 
‘as follows: , 


"Bogalusa, La. =- An armed ~ 
leaguy of Negroes, forned for defense 
‘against white -terforism, is spreading 
-across the South. 


"The Deacons for Defense and 
Justice, born last summer in northern 
Louisiana, has crossed the Mississippi 
River. into Mississippi and Alabama — 
and plan to move into every Southern 
state. 


"The Deacons have guns and they 
- have shown they are willing to use 
them. : Twice in Souisiana, they have 
opened fire on harassing whites. 


"The organization raises a hard 
. question for advocates of nonviolence, 
‘Should a civil rights organization 
committed to nonviolence align it- 
self with the Deagons and accept its 
services, as one organization has done, 
at least tacitly if not by design? = 
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: | "The Deacons are causing concern 
anong law enforcenent authorities 
_in ORISA SER : : ed 


t 


= "phe organization was formed 
* largely out of a belie?’ that Negroes 
could not ex-impartial treatment from 
white lawnen and: that, if they Were 
to be defended against church . 
bee % . burnings, bombings, beatings,. 
\ killings have :to’ do it thenselves. 


. ‘Bpnést: Thomas of* Jonesboro, Mee 
La.;°32,\ the vicé president and ‘full- 
tine: organizer of’ the Déacons, ‘said 
that the, organization had 50 to 55 
_ chapters in, various stages. of « 
organization in Louisiana ,. ace ca 
and Alabama. a, 

"He declined to disclose. the 
number.of members. Outsiders’ have 
' guessed. from 5,000 to 15, 000, he ~ 
said, but he. would not ‘indicate - that 
either figure was correct;: The~ 
menbership probably is not large. 


oe 


"The main strength is in 
Lowisiana; The incursions across 
the Mississippi: appear Bl ‘be SORERERES: 
and SxPLOEREOEY ar 


"Thomas ‘visited the Debgdns. in 
Bogalusa Friday in the wake of the 
murder of O° Neal. Moore, one of 
‘ Washington Parish’ s first Negro 
_' deputy sheriffs, He was interviewed. 

- at the home of ‘Robert Hicks, “a Bogaltisa 
Negro.leader whose home has, become: the- 
headquarters’ of the Bogaiusa civil - 
rights movement. 


; “CC. ENTIAL 
o 3 = “ oboe, Gane 


a 


Revolutionary Action Movement ; 
(RAM) ‘ ‘ 


"Richard Haley of New Orleans, 


. the Southern Director of the Congress 
. of Racial Equality, participated in 


the interview. ‘CORE and, the - 
Deacons are on friendly. terms. Many 
Deacon chapters are in towns _— 
have : :CORE ataiicrs at work. 


"Haley said ‘the connection 
between the two organizations began 
accidentally: at Jonesboro’ when. CORE™ 
discovered that its workers were saier 
with’ the Deacons around. 


o@ I 


"Thomas said the Deacons were 
armed with rifles and’ ‘pistols. ra 


tt Evexybedy owns his own, pieée', 
he said, .The organization providés : 
‘ammunition, ‘which it buys in quantity 
for - ‘savings. 


“Thomas Hopes to standardize 

weapons to effect further savings, 

He favors the 30 = caliber “Army — 

carbine and the 38.=- caliber pistol. 

Some members -have automatic carbines | F 
that will fire 30. rounds like a . 
machinegun, *- “Most now use Shotguns, 
Thomas. said. 

Thomas ana Haley share a concern 
that the Deacons may be, painted as' - 
aggressive and ‘trigger happy’. They . 
were organized strictly for. eetouse 
‘and they are. highly acaeepaned, 
- Thomas said. : 

"One. of their main jobs is to 
protect civil rights workers and ~° 


ow Be 


_ Re: Revolutionary Action Hovement | 
(RAM) 


CONF TAL 


"volunteers participating civil 
vights activities: A person 
knowdingly exposes himself. to white 
violence when he walks a picket - 
-line, But when at night he is” 
entitled to rest without worry,.and 
that's where. ‘the Deacons come-in, 
Thomas said. 


. “With Percy Lee Bradford of. © 
Jgonesbor® ‘as. presidgnt, the Deacons~ 
were incorporated in March as a non= 
.profit corporation in Loufisiana ." ae 

According to source number one, Henry told 
those present that they should think about ‘possibly 
going: to ‘Louisiana and he mentioned it might. be. a good 
idea for two members of the FWHC to go to Louisiana 
to see what this group called ee Deacons" 25 eit 


about -(K) 


. Henry said he might try to telephonically 


. contact either Percy Lee Bradford, the President of, 


_ 


Deacons" 


"The ons" We). or Ernest Thomas, Vice-President of "The 


, 


Henry - eige suggested that the FWHC members 


‘should think about possibly having. a rally in Detroit 


with the idea of raising funds in order to send: thé ' 

delegates to Louisiana to work’ along with "The Deacons") 
Source number one advised’ that after’ the WWHC 

meeting ended,, the’ various members present proceeded ' to. 

the’. Hickory, Ridge. ‘Rifle Range located at 23 Mile. Road’ and 


_ they- engaged | in tapeet practice. 


Dequindre, outside of ‘the ste area, where 


On June 7; "1965, source number two and source —_ 
number. three, both of ‘whom have furnished reliable :-infor~ 
mation in the past, corroborated’ the information. furnished 


-by source number one as set out above con erning the 


meeting of the FWHC held on june 6, 1965. 
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Re: Revolutionary, Action Movement 
RAM) on 


{Source number three also advised /that three of Mh) 
the individuals in attendance at this FWHC meeting, 

namely General Baker, Charles’ Simmons and Marshall 
Williams, are also’ local RAM members. : 


A characterization of RAM is 
contained in the appendix 
hereto. 


_ All unidentified sources utilized in 
the appendix have furnished reliable 
_ information in the past. * = +. 
This document contains neither recomméaddtions 
nor conclusiong of the Federal ‘Bureau’ of Iiivestigation 
(FBI). It is ‘the. property of the FBI and is leaned’ to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distri- 
buted outside your agency. 


CONF YURENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


APPENDIX 


_ REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT Raw 


we 


On November 3, 1964, a source made available a document 
entitled, “The Revolutionary Action Movement Manifesto", the 
document having been obtained by the source from an individual / 
known to be a member of RAM, 


This document stated, in part, that RAM was officially 
organized in the Winter of 1963, by Afro-Americans who support 
the revolutionary objectives of ROBERT F, WILLIAMS, now residing 
in Cuba, and his concept of organized violence to achieve the. 
liberation of the Afro-American people in the United States. -This 
Manifesto reflected that RAM had oriented its program to one of 
education and ‘political revolution and the organization of a. 
"black" political party with revolutionary, objectives, having 
recognized the need for a "black revolution" that could and would 
Seize ,power. RAM philosophy is described in this document 
as one of revolutionary nationalism, that is, one involving ; 
the struggles of the non-white races of the world against 
exploitation and enslavement by the white capitalist and 
imperialist nations. 


Regarding WILLIAMS, above, it should be noted that on 
August 28,.1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte, 
North Carolina, ’ charging him with Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
Prosecutien for the Crime of Kidnapping. ~Subsequent to the 
issuance of this warrant, WILLIAMS fled the United States 
to Cuba, where he now publishes a monthly newsletter 
entitled "The Crusader" from Havana. 


On November 16, 1965, a second source advised that he 
learned recently from a-RAM member that the organization was 
begun in Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of 
-DON FREEMAN, Cleveland, Ohio, described as the "Father" of 
RAM and referred to as RAM’s "Black Stalin". FREEMAN now 
serves as RAM Chairman, with MAXWELL STANFORD, PhiladeZphia, 
Pennsylvania, serving RAM as Field Chairman, This second 
source advised that there is no formal headquarters, ‘as such, , 
for RAM at present, but that headquarters are, in effect, with 
FREEMAN since he plays a dominant role in the leadership 
and directs the policies and activities of the organization, 
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““"“THis second ‘source; in September, 1964, advised that 
RAM is. dedicated to the overthrow of thé capitalist system: 

in thé United States, by violence if necessary, and to its 
replacémént by a socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese 
ComimiiniSt interpretation 6f Marxism-Leninism. RAM is entirely 
non-white ‘in °mémbersShip, clandeStine in nature, and owes its 
primary allegiance.to the "Bandung World", that is, the non-white 
races of the world, rather than to any national entity, as such. 


To’ date, according to the second source, in 
Novéniber, 1964;° RAM has organized units and membership in several 
of the largér cities’ in the United States east of the Mississippi 
River, “and the organization is currently active, attempting to 
recruit new members and expand its sphere of influence. 
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* gynts LOS ANGELES (157-1151) (P) v4} f at ie 
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DEACONS KOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE Vil . 


aka "The~Deacons; 
CHARLES SIMS, Spokesman . 
RACIAL ‘MATTERS GEESE «te BED. Be 
00: New Orleans ema ~ FCIM 2 
ATE OF REVIEW /\ 
: , d Fi) 
Enclosed for the Bureau are eight (8) copies of i" 
a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting out observations of 
SA WILLIAM N. HEARD who viewed Los Angeles TV Channel 11, 
Sunday night, 6/13/65 observing the "LOUIS LOMAX Show." — 
‘ CHARLES SIMS from Bogalusa, Louisiana, who claiméd to be 
the spokesman for "The Deacons" was theofeatured guest. 
Xerox copies of two newspaper articles appearing in the 
'Gos Angeles Times" dated 6/13 and 14/65 were made a part P 
of this LHM. It is noted that one newspaper article reported | 
that "Phe Deacons” had machine guns and other weapons in 
their private arsenal. Three copies of the LHM are enclosed 
for New Orleans. Locally, copies of the LHM are being sent 
to Region II, 115th INTC, Pasadena; Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 
Unit, Los Angeles and Secret Service, Los Angeles. 


er advised/SA WILLIAM N. HEARD orally on G2 (tp 


6/14/65 that SIMS, on that date, had registered at the Sahran 
Moter Hotel, Room 216, 7212 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles. 
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‘Por the information of New Orleans, it is being 
noted that also advised that prior to 3 p.m., b7D 
6/14/65, SIMS telephoned for ROBERT YOUNG in Bogalusa, 
Louisiana at telephone 504RE2-HU34 and 5SOURE5-6096 
reaching YOUNG at the latter number and talking to him for 
12 minutes. Also SIMS dialed station to station to Bogalusa 
to 504-RE 5-6459 and talked for four minutes [aX 7 


It is being noted that subsequent to the appearance 
of SIMS on the foregoing described TV program, anonymous 
telephone protests were received at the Los Angeles Office 
‘complaining as to the aims and arms of SIMS and "fhe Deacons” 
which indicated to them the formation of a "Negro KKK.” 

LEAD 


LOS ANGELES 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA. Will report the 
departure Of SIMS from Los Angeles. 


ont STATES DEPARTMENT OF | 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Los Angeles, California 
eee Please Refer to June 15 4 1965 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, 
also known as "The Deacons;" 
CHARLES SIMS, Spokesman 

RACIAL MATTERS 


» beginning p.m 
ims, the featured guest, 
Deacons" in Bogalusa, 


our~years and five months in the U. S. Army attaining the rank 
of Technical Sergeant. He had sold industrial insurance prior 
to becoming associated with "The Deacons" and currently is 
working as an underwriter for a builders! insurance group. 


Sims was observed to be a male, Negro, graying at the 
temples, balding on the top of his head and a scar was noticed 
in the middle of his chin. He appeared to be about 5'10" and 
of medium build. 


Sims stated that "The-Deacons" were organized about 
six months ago and that now there are from 50 to 60 chapters in 
three or four states. He declined to give the total numerical 
membership. He claimed "The Déacons" were organized for the 
purpose of protecting civil rights workers who could not obtain 
protection from local law enforcement authorities. 
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE, AND JUSTICE, 
also known as "The Deacons;" 
CHARLES SIMS, Spokesman 

RACIAL MATTERS, _. 


He voiced the opinibn that in the event of "trouble" that "blood 
would be flowing down thé streets like water." He claimed he 
could rally 100 armed men within fifteen minutes notice and had 
done $0 previolisly. He claimed he had used his gun twice but did 
not elaborate. 


ss sss ANY Suggestions made to this program while Sims was 
being interviewed which favored "non-violence" were unacceptable 
to Sims and to the audience who applauded Sims wildly with Lomax > 
commending Sims. 


At the conclusion of the program, Lomax stated Sims 
would spend the next few days in Los Angeles meeting with various 
civil rights organizations. 


Another source advised that on June 14, 1965, Sims 
registered at the Sahran Motor Hotel, Room 216, 7212 Sunset 
Boulevard, Los Angeles. 


A newspaper article entitled "Negro ‘Deacons! Claim 
They Have Machine Guns, Grenades for 'War'', and dated June 13, 
1965 appeared in the "Los Angeles Times," "Exclusive to The 
Times from a Staff Writer, was copied and is a part of the 
letterhead memorandum. 


A second newspaper article entitled "Deacons Chief 
Defends Aims on Visit to L.A." appeared in the "Los Angeles 
Times" dated June 14, 1965 which was the results of an interview 
with Sims by Times Staff Writer Paul Weeks, also was copied 
and made a part of this letterhead memorandum. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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' military-type weapons at its|there was a little commotion 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


a ess ser of 


“ —-" ry aa hai a eS y wee “oak * 
Negre ‘Deacons’.Claim They: Have’ 
Machine Guns, Grenades for ‘War’ 
Hiacnine WURS, renaGes Tor ar 
Exclotive to Tho Tiiaes trem trials and having armed con-|of Deacons \was-organized in 
0 AL Land frontations with policemenjJonesboro last ‘summer, re-|! 
‘ B : ec rhe ie when Negroes are arrested, |portedly’ with -the aid> of 
ed by feprenst aiges of the|_ The rising militancy of the| CORE mechs ai ety 
Coiarese of Racial Equality,|/Deacons and the expansion Negroes and civil rig 
the Deacons for Defense an gjof the movement is a*new workers from armed racists. 
Justice claimed to have ma-(¢lement in the civil’ rights] Earnest. Thomas, | 32, of 
chine guns and grenades for struggle which-federal alid|Jonesboro, an official and 
g state officials. view: with in-jfull-time organizer of the}; 


ralph svat ne reasing concern Deacons, has told newsmen}: 


The Los Angeles Times|° . . 
jcomies that the Bogalusa] In Bogalusa a veteran po-|that there are now 50 Pe 
chapter of the armed Negrollice officer said: . 4 {ehapters: in ae i. 
vigilante group diséussed| "They are flirting with|sissippi and Alabama, Fund- 
the use of those and other|Janger. The other  nightjraising units are being esta; 


| 
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organizational meeting last|and rumors of trouble in the| New York and other large ci} 
Feb, 21 and again at a meet-|colored ». community. —‘The|ties, he said. 


* ing the following day. Deacons hopped in their cars| Thomas and another offi- . 


ne : ‘zippi ‘shejcial of the parent group, Fre- 
the Leccors Inks ASE oN aa Lae a me derick Douglas Kirkpatrick, 
. Purpose is only defensive./Streets. A sa Fig anienoic onehidee Sones 
, However, at both February} "If they keep that up they} US Sue easing, Gil 
meetings they talked of pre-lare bound to run into trou-|POr% Came 8 the to: 
vgating whites from goingjble." © 7’: 007.) |) Ne ee i e 
irto Negro residential areas} CORE + has co-operated|""\ MORIN: we do ie 
aynight. .‘ 'f + =" |with' the, Deacons. in ‘civil Gone es oe eteve iit 
They also proposed, mak-|rights work in Bogalusa ‘and a aaed-5 wa 
' ing "sure" \Negroes get fair|Jonesboro. The secret ‘order Picase ‘Turn.to Pg. 16, Gold 
wos fon Oy : PY Cg at Fe eg te ge 2 ra ete ee 3 
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blished in San_ Francisco,} 


(Indicate page, namo of i 
nowspaper, city and state.) 


A-l Los Angeles Times 
Los Angeles, Calif 


pate: = 6/13/65 

Edition: Final 

Author: 

Editor: Vick B. Williams 

Title: Deacons For 
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BST ECL gt peers ‘| — Both Sims and Hicks re- 
CT BAA IG NAS TORS 2 
; os a ese | fusedtetell a Times reporter 
Se BENE Bae whether Bogalusa Deacons 
Bee, are armed with ° machine 
guns and other military-type 
weapons. 

"You know better than to 
ask me questions like that," 
saidSims. j 

Hicks said, oe 
your opponents what you're 
gliot.? . 

Powerful Weapons Urged « 
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new Deacons against "the; 
tendency to buy something, 


Bites 


we: 
yr oS 
Ae 


2 bér rifle." He said, "That's 
s no weapon—you need high- 


powered. rifles." 

"If you gonna use a pis- 
tol," he said, "use a 38, A 
shotgun is good to have for 
close-distance firing." 

. Deacons standardized 
‘their weapons, he said, mak- 
ine it practical to buy ammu- 
nition by the case. 
a fl you. got only three or 
URVEYS DAMAGE-Robert Hicks, vice presidint “{ < *Sure out of the fight be 
f Bogalusa Voters League, surveys damage to tar: fdte it starts. Keep plenty of 
parked in front of his house which he said was fited § atmo at your house, in your 
into from passing auto, He returried gunfire, ‘. 1 eae wherever you "are. Be 
; adste ask Ws Wireshote F éady, T carry with me moss 
Jgr, 19, of San Franciscog a "It takes violent blackz to: So ty Mas # bundke 
sfudent of Antioch Colleggin| ¢gmbat these violent “Erhomas interjected, * 
io, and William Yates, B6,| jvhites,"" he declared... "It) * peve contacts in Chicago and 
: 9% ain ae oa Cornell} takes A a whites ag) AEE RERSRERS SSRIs een 
| English professor. non-violent Negroes to’ sit] Sy a a 

(Less than three weeks be-] down and bargain whenever ae oe eee a3 
fore the organizational meet-| the thing és over—and iron it} |P pa So aS SE ESS & 
ing, Miller and Yates report-| out. I ain't about to. . | ee . 
ed they were shotat and bea-| "We're gonna be ready for| | “Someone asked, ‘s Whats 
ten by racists in Bogalusa! 'em. We're gonna have to be} that, machine guns? 

On the night of April 7 Yates ready to survive." . ‘|. “Yeah—and we got gre- 
was staying at the home of. About 15 persons attended} nades -too," Thomas said:). 
Deacon Robert Hicks when; the organizational meeting|, "We want to be ready if they 
Hicks fired back at whites: at a Negro union hall here|« want to be violent." ’ 
who shot at his home.) _ ey aM They ak ie «Radio = 
Tov} ’ Charles Sims, an ex-cab driv-|/ omas explained that 
Combat ‘Inovitable ~ ter with a police record of as- Reet pay FO Jnitlation 
t the pipanliets al saults and concealed wea-| jfees and $2 a month dues to 
meeting, Kirkpatrick | dis pons, who was elécted chap-| |their local chapters, which in 
cussed racial combat “last tad president; A. Z. Young,| lturn pay the parent organi- 
though it is inevitable, The} ~rdsident of the BogalusajCi-| loation $100, plus 10% df 
Times learned. : "iq and Voters League, el¢ct-] [dues, In return, he said, the 
‘ed’vice president, wind] dparent group helps equip 

Robert Hicks, another Wo-| {cal chapters with two-way. 

ters League official.  *, radio equipment... “is! 
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cleap, like alittle ole .22-cali-| ,/the CORE workers. > 
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ke same week the Boga- 
luka_ chapter was foxmed, 
otaer Louisiana units were 
being established in Baton 
Rduge, New Iberia and Pla- 
quemine, 

Thomas told the Bo- 
Salusa group that Deacons 
chapters have inter-city ra- 


» ,dioj communications so they 
‘cave caii™for reinforcementy 
lin case of emergencies, 


| The use of walkie-talkies 
for, patrol work “avas de, 
scribed by Yates and\Miller, 

Kirkpatrick said Deacons 
wouid not "protect the man. 
who is in the wrong," but 
would want to "check things 
out and make sure he gets a 
fair trial." 

"The whites will pester: 
you,” commented one Dea- 
con, "but when they see the 
hardware, they will take 
cover." 


400 Attend Meeting 
The’ mass meeting the fol- 


lowing day was attended by 


t 


‘ 
? 
+ 
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about 400 persons. The 
grounds around the union 
hall were heavily patrolled 
by Deacons. No newsmen 
were present. 

The formation of the Boga- 
lusa chapter was announced 
by Hicks, who said that 
CORE had brought two offi- 
cials of the Deacons from 
Jonesboro to organize the 


unit. 
Hicks said the Bogalusa 


a 


chapter would be “the same 


fas in Jonesboro. They got 


{ 


radios, walkie-talkiés, gre-|]. 
ndades, gas bombs, M-1 rifles. 
They set up a patrol system 
for the Negro community." 

With the Deacons patroll- 
ing, Hicks said, "No white 
person will be allowed \in a 
Negro area at night—snles- 
men or anybody.” Thuyde- 
rouS applause and cheers 
greeted that remark. 


_ Plan Begular Patrols. all ee cB | + <a: what 
i "yar 273 to 200. He said abou ike to start a chapterjsee any need for a, Los;n- 
cks sald, "We're gonna 73 to 200. Hi d about; "I'd like to start a chapt d for a, Los: 
patrol, And, like policemen|||75% of thém are veterans ofjof the Deacons in Los An-jgeles chapter. 
ithe armed services and sey-|geles," he said. "Man, there's} "They got problems out 
eral are experts in the use of|police brutality and peoplejthere just like everywhere 
with that white supremacyjelse,* Hicks said, "but no- 


» Hicks -has estimated’ «the 
nuimber of Deacons here at 
R—SS— ee 
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= Use of Arms Necessary Because of Lack: 
_ of Justice for Negro in South, He Says : ,” . 


BY PAUL WEEKS |: ° 


Times Staff Writer » . 


iat 
be 


¥ 


He sat immaculate in a 
gray business suit, white 
shirt and plain tie, sipping 
black coffee-in a fashionable 


= (Mount Clipping In Space Below) 
Deacons Chief Deferids 
Aims on Visit to. L.A. ;|. 


- ance of organizational disci- 


4 2 


hotel bar on the Sunsetlier<°" . 


Strip. It was mid-morning. 


At 41, he is balding, His|t/ 
black face is set off with al>. 


trim mustache. He lit onelkf7-.- .° 
king-sized cigaret after an-] jr" ; 


other. a 


He called the bartender] i. ~ 


der called hint "Mr. Sims" as 
ile bartender used "Mister" 
eit the others. 


"Mr. Sims" is Charles Sims, 


From Bogalusa 
But he is Charles Sims, 


reportedly has amassed ma- 
thine guns and: grenades 
nd rifles for any eventuali- 
y in the sduthern racial con- 
rontation. 


strangers was broken, Sims 
smiled easily and‘admitted it 
vas the first time he'd had a 
\Sometimes," ' 
I've slept-with: my clothes 
n for weeks at a time — and 
ometimes I didn't even take 
ny shoes off." 
Noncommittal on the bit 
bout the. heavy, artillery, 
sims admitted the Deacons 
tear arms in violation of the 
tate. concealed “Weangne 


a 


"Carlyle because that's} >, 
what the few others present} £% 
cajled him. ‘And the barten-] & 


x,’ Choice Taken™ ~ | © 
"I would rather be caught 


f Defense and Justice, which 


Once his ‘reserve with 


- thorities are worried, The 


n 


Charles Sims 
‘ Times photo 


jn Bogalusa," he said, "with 
concealed weapons than 
without them." * 

The Deacons’ arms, he in- 
sisted, are defensive—not re- 
taliatory — for he believes 
southern law .enforcement 
and justice for the Negro are 
nonexistent. 

But federal and state au- 


Deacons, they say, are play- 
ing with matches in a pow- 
der magazine, Regardless of 
his words, how can Sims or 
his associdte leaders ward 
off explosion when mob pas- 
sion flares? : 

"I know every man in the 
Deacons in Bogalusa, It's a 
small (pop. _.5,000) town. 
Neitherete’ Communists nor 


6 


Anow what was going to hap- 


the FRI could get in. Ana} 
Im “no Communist. _ The 
members respect the“Teader- 


ship. That's good enough.” - 
View Differs 
To the law, Sims’ assur- 


pline is a fraying thread. He 
sees it as a steel chain one 
minute—but then: 


{indicate page, namo of 
nowspaper, city and state.) 


Los Angeles Times 
Los AngéLes, Calif. 
Part 1, page 25 


straw ‘freedom hats. I didn't 


en." : 
The Deacons leadership 
promptly met at Sims’ house. 
"T took out my “gun and 
put it on the tableé. I told ev- 
erybody, 'Put them down 
there.’ They put their guns 
down. We went down to that 
picket line and we joined it. 
There was no more trouble." 
While he side-stepped the 
direct question as to whether 
the Deacons have machine 
,gyms and grenades, he said, 
regarding how they could 
possibly be conceived to be 

defensive:" 
;4I saw all the blood and 
combat I ever want to see in 
the second World War. I saw 


lore people killed, tod. I pate: 6/14/65 


Edition: 
Author: 


Editor: NICK B. WILLIAMS 


Title: 


on't want to see no mdre 

mbat if I can get around #t. 
But df ever there is a line 
coming at us with little or 
big weapons, I want to’ be 
ready." . 
+ But of more immediacy, 
he said civil rights workers 
—white or black—couldn't 
enter Bogalusa without the 
Deacons' armed: cover. 
“We've protected’ more 
white men in Bogalusa than 
we ever protected colored." 


Reviews Life 
"But let's go back. I took}; 


Character: 

or 
Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


LA 


CI Being Investigated 


what I wanted a long time. 
My folks could of sent me to, ; 
any school I wanted. I didn't | 
“want that. nae ; 

"I got in the infantry. Ii, 
imoved around. I saw things 
T never thought about in Bo- 
beahaee. T were theilibrary | 


". 

, 1 

° . 

4 Bx . 
. 

. co we * 

ty <« 

Hs 


Sims-het? tobe dissectad on| 
Lomax’ Sunday night.’ Vv 


and I stu ied. I went to NCO 
skews came out a ger- 
Geant, - . —— 


uy] Sims want to organize a Déa-| 
cons chapter in Los Angeles?, 
Sims has had a gun from He paused. He smiled. 
that day to this. |. “f .hadn't thought about 
» On Dec, 6, 1959, a woman it." He had thought coming 
‘I told my mother they g “| lthe Deacons and he hadn't 
this woman in jail who sh tt ‘given much thought to whe. 
e. I told her I wag goingjto ther his appearance: here 
‘it that women. The only de. might aronee more hatred 
» fense she had against me and-terror than money. 
‘was a weapon. I said, ‘If J) "You might have need for 
die, don't you prosecute,’ -’ them hore. I know Bogalusa. 


, 16 jE don't know Log Angeles," 
and when. por Well, the (A day earlier, Sims told 


i) 

pratictattomney te oe a Times reporter in Boga- 

now I can't read or Write, ‘lusa he would like to start a 

Who going to sign?'(I write chapter in Los Angeles, add-! 

better left-handed than he ,ing, *Man, there's police bus 
te), ‘wv f i 


wit eos hall and peoplé with tHat 
.“I was confined to bed for White supremacy stuff eve: € 
days‘and“look up to the|\Whete.") « oe tt te 
top-of the house. You live 
your life over like that, I 
never took time out before to ; 
sit down and listen to nny. 
own thoughts," a : 
Reconciliation Told ‘ 
hé woman who shot him 
"Is my girl right now, ‘and I : 
don't plan .to Swap her for , (oo 
nobody". 
* Long after the shooting, 
the: Saturday night brawler): 
"saw the police on TV drag: ; 
ging a woman like she was a, J 
piece of wood," and shortly’ 
hé was in the Bogalusa Civic. 
and Voters League and’ then 
the Deacons. 
Pigs 25 
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FBI 
Date: 6/21/65 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


‘ AIRTEL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED ; —_ 
ae ee ee (Priority) 4 


( TO DIRECTOR, FBI 


ALL INFORMATION co 
see TAIN a 
FROM SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-1184) (RuC) ao ee UNCL rE 4 
SCGE ER HOWN 
RE  @ _DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND Justice, °"=RY lb 
aka. "The’Deacons"}~ -~“"~ ses SN 
CHARLE IMS, Spokesman a] E ; 
RACIAL MATTERS ; 


00: New Orleans 


| 
Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau, 6/15/65. | 


| 6/16/65, orally advised ]sa wren TAN (0) 
N. HEARD that 9 Checked out of his hotel at 7212 Sunset vin 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, on 6/15/65 after being . 


interviewed by officers of the Los Angeles Police Department : 
(LAPD) and that the present whereabouts of SIMS was unknown j 


to informant. Ve 1 
(en on 6/21/65 orally advised {sa ssnaas o 
I, BARNES that S eft Los Angeles on 6/15/65 to return 


to Bogalusa, Louisiana, means of transportation unknown, 0) 
This informant added that the LAPD interview was non-productive b7p 
of new or pertinent information not pyeviously furnished 

by reairtel, 

\ CCr EER . Fidel 
(3): Bureau (RM) ? 
2 - New Orleans (RM) (AM) Z. (6- f 
1 - Los Angeles pec 19 1S ” f. f 
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ai) MITT RSH , 
Transmit the following in -_ = 
(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL 
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TO: ~“ DIRECTOR, FBI 
3 FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-New) (P) 
at re 
iy SUBJECT: Oreacons FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
! HOMER, LOUISIANA, CHAPTER 


BM 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are original and 
eight copies of a letterhead memorandum setting forth inform~ 
ation concerning captioned organization. Copies of this memo-~ 
randum are being disseminated to ICG and Secret Service. 


3 - Bureau (Enc. 9) 
2 - New Orleans (157-New) 
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x oe STATES DEPARTMENT or @srice 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


New Orleans, Louisiana C, 
“ft sf 


June .24, 1965 7 


_ _-¢DEACONS. FOR DEFENSE As JUSTICE 
7? ! HOWER, LOUISIANA CHAPTER 


On June..10, 1965, GEORGEYBODD, Negro male of |__| bé 
“Louisiana, an individual active in Civil Rights 7° 

act wity in the Ciaiborne “Parish, Louisiana area, indicated that 

a Chapter. ‘of the. Deacons for Defense and Justice .had been formed 

in Homer, Louisiana. DODD indicated.'that. the organization, exclus~ 

ively composed of local.Negro males, had originally been formed by 

Negroes. in Bogalusa and Joneshoro, Louisiana,.as.a self-protection 

group. DODD cntigued to explain that the organization was. active 

in areas where Ciw2l Rights activity. had. .either actually or was 

‘presumed to potentially precipitate violence A caie sescclale by 

lecal white segregationists. J ws 


Mr. DODD said that the specific .purpose of the group was 
‘to: arm themselves and to "meet force with force”. in:such instances 
‘as local white men employed force or "terror. tactics" against 
Negroes. ‘Mr. DODD. was emphatic in.stressing. that the organization 
intended no aggressive or vialent action against any individual or 
group; and that no member of the organization would employ any 
type of force unless such .action. was. initiated against him first. 

wee Nr. DODD furnished a.list_of Negro’ male, indi yiaiars” ‘who’ 

are currently members of the Homer, Louisiana Chapter of the 
organization and the “positions ‘they. occupy. as follows: 


GEO GE_DODD Homer, Louisiana_ President 


Holsey Stop, Lisbon, Lounisiana.Vice President 
it HATHAN — Homer, Louisiana Secretary 
y NGREEN Homer, Louisiana Financial Secretary 
Bh ROY: ae Homer, Louisiana * Treasurer 
BILINP Homer, Lowisiana “* _ Member 
EMER. 0 mi KS Homer, Louisiana ‘ Member 
GRAN'N. BANKS Homer, Louisiana Member 
NAPOLE it Homer, Louisiana Member 
OTHAR Homer, Louisiana a” Member 
WILLE He NNORRIS Homer, Lowisiana Member 
JAMES\ BENNETT \ © Homer, Louisiana _ Member 
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; ’ This. ‘document ‘contains neither recommendations. _nor 
ee ee ee of the E.B.1....1t is..the..property. ofthe E.B.I and 
‘is loaned to your agency; it and its COMbERER, are “not to be 
distributed “outside your agency. 
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Congress of the united States 
House of Representatities 
Washington, D.C, 

June 30th 1962 
Congressional Liaison 
Office : 
Federal Bur. of Investi- 
Sir: gation 


The attached communication 


is sent for your consideration. 


Please investigate the statements ~ 
e 40 contained therein and forward me 

| the necessary information for re— 

ply, returning the enclosed corre— 


spondence with your answer. 


Yours truly, 


James H. Morrison 
2354 Rayburn Building 
? Wakhingtm, D. C. 


( 
A 
> ICLOSURE 


Urgent 


Rep. Jimmy Morrison 
Washington, D,. C. 


/87- 2F6b6- /9 


vor 
CCST 


pues gh . Lao. 


Pow Aj JEG 


wt /S) APC 6-19 mam 


C) Honorable James H. Morrison 


rr pee mica nk eral ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Washington, D. C, 20515 En 46 Le ee 


DATE7-/e sw BY 


My dear Congressman: 


T received your communication of June 30th and the 
enclosed letter from Miss Dorothy S. McNeese. 


While I would like to be of assistance to your con- 
stituent, information contained in our files must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice. She may be assured, however, that this Bureau is ever 
aware of its responsibilities, and whenever a violation of a law 
within our jurisdiction occurs, we will make every effort to con- 
tinue to discharge our obligations with the highest degree of thor- 
oughness and dispatch. 


Les 
WOO ONIGVAY-d.93¥ 
G96 We 8 & 9 UMP 


Iam returning Miss McNeese’s letter with this 
~ communication, 


Sincerely yours, 


A> 
MME al J, Edgar Hoover VOr"4 


1 - New Orleans - Enclosures (2) 
a NOTE: Our relations with Congressman Morrison have been generally cordial. 


A prior communication from McNeese to this Bureau on 5/4/65 was not acknowl- 
edged because of critical remarks regarding the FBI's work in the civil rights 
totson field. The New Orleans Office is conducting a current invesligatiomnregarding 


Belmont 


Mohr Deacons for Defense and Justice to determine: its ‘activitiés and leadership. It is.a- 


Casper ____ Negro group formed in Louisiana with one Ernest Thomas as apparently its’ spokes- 


Godman. He has advised Negroes that they should arm themselvds and form roving 


6ile patrols. which will assist Negv es when,Negroes are being arrested. 
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Honorable James H. Morrison 


Fees and dues of the group are used to purchase ammunition, radio equipment 
and literature. Thomas claims they have 50 chapters in four Southern states. 
The organization was formed as a protective measure for Negroes who are not 
suitably protected by local-law enforcement agencies. A Charles L. Sims 
identified himself as head of this group. 


. 
BM in, Becage - 
a : : @ = 
. 


7/19/65 


Airtel 
1 - Mr. J. L Martin 


To; SACs, New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc, ) 
Birmingham (157-1446) (Enc.) 
Charlotte _ (157-882) (CEnc.) 
Jackson (157-3465) (Siic.) 
Jacksonville (157-new) (Enc.) 
Nobile (157-1017) (Enc.) 
Savannah (157-731) (&nc.) 
ea aaa iene ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ere Be — AND JUSTICE HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
B Thy a2 
OO:NEW ORLEANS DATE_L:/e-# BY SPs gete/fy’ 
\\ ReBuairtel to New Orleans dated 2/26/65. NOairtel to 
if Bureau 3/26/65 and NOteletype 7/14/65. _ 
’ Enclosed for each office is one copy of a “Wall Street 


Journal" article dated 7/12/65, entitled "More Dixie Negroes 
Buy Arms to Retaliate Against White Attacks." 


For the information of Offices receiving this communica- 
tion, the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc,, is a Negro organ- 
_ ization incorporated under the laws of the State of Louisiana with 
headquarters at Jonesboro, Louisiana, The Deacons has as one of 
- its purposes, the arming of Negroes for protection against Klan 
violence and recently has been active in racial demonstrations 
in Bogalusa, Louisiana. In addition to the enclosed artictle¢e, _.- 
it has received wide publicity. It has been reported in news 
‘articles, such as the enclosed, that the Deacons has 50 to 5 
chapters in several States; it allegedly has 5,000 to 15,000 
members and has acquired a large number of weapons. Bureau in-—‘ 
vestigation to date has not substantiated apparent exaggerated 
claims, At early organizational meetings in Bogalusa, Louisiana, 
in February, 1965,- Deacon leaders boasted that they had sources — 
olson _- Who could furnish Irge anounts of weapons and ammunition including 
Belmont-—-automatic weapons. it is necéssary, therefore, that we obtain 


MOBS icectisecttaccnmre, 


Detcach ——Gomplete facts as_to the SEES LaRELON S actual strength. 


may, JULI 9 1965 
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Airtel to SAC, New Orleans — 
RE: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
157-2466 


ReNOairtel of 3/26/65, sets forth leads to interview 
officers and leaders of the Deacons in an effort to obtain 
details concerning membership, arms and activities. New Orleans 
immediately conduct interviews of Deacons' officers with the 
purposes of obtaining complete information regarding the organiza- 
tion and discouraging illegal arming and illegal acts. 


It is noted that the recipient offices, except New Orleans, 
advised by teletypes 7/14~-15/65, that the organization did not exist in 
their territories, Nevertheless, all offices receiving this 
communication will immediate!y conduct appropriate investigation to 
determine if there are any Deacons' Chapters in their respective 
Divisions. Promptly advise the Bureau of the existence of any 
Deacons Chapters or attempts to organize, Determine leadership, 
strength of membership, activities, and arms acquired. Be 
especially alert for any large supply of arms and their source. 
Disseminate all pertinent information to Army Intelligence and 
Secret Service, locally. Promptly submit letterhead memoranda 
concerning developments. 


New Orleans, as Office of origin, is instructed to 
submit an investigative report within thirty days which should 
include results of a11 investigation to date. 


NOTE: 


Memorandum, @ umgardner to Sullivan, dated 7/14/65, 
answered an inquiry of the Director as to the accuracy of the 
"Wall Street Journal's" article, 7/12/65. This organization has 
been under continuous investigation since January, 1965, and 
regular dissemination has been made to the Intelligence Community, 
Secret Service, the Department and the Community Relations Service. 
We are continuing to follow closely this investigation and believe 
that further intensified investigation being directed by this 
airtel] is merited. 
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Transmit the following in 


TO: — DIRECTOR, FBI , VA 
ALG 
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) p) 
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y SUBJECT: Ds xcosts ND_J. Haw hh , 


RM 
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For information of the ee RO 
New York Times,, telephonically advised he was preparing a 
magazine story for the New York Times Sunday Supplement 
on the Deacons for Defense and Justice. 


REED advised he had information from members of 


ote ; 


mh the Deacons for Defense and Justice that they had 50 or 55 

“Ul. 4° chapters either already in operation or being put in Ae 
operation in Louisiana, and they were extending this into A 
Alabama and Mississippi. he 


REED stated he had talked to members of this 
organization in Jonesboro, La., and this is where he got hi 
information, but in talking to other people, they advised 


% 


this organization was not as big as the members claimed it 
to be, and he was going to Bogalusa, La., to try to verify 
this. 


He inquired as to whether the New Orleans Office 
could give him any information and he was advised "no comment". 
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Memorandum - ee 
1_- Mohr 
TO: ¥, ¢, Sulliviay DATE: 715-65 RS 
. eo8 1 = DeLoach 
cae F, J. Baumgardner 1 - Rosen . Pa =“ —vowacausen 
. Oe 1 - Sullivan deaty 

QO, 1 -—- Bland 1 - Baumgardner 

SUBJECT: EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 1 7 Phillips 


? RACIAL MATTERS im ie 
fy PETRY 
The Director and Mr. Tolson have inquired as to the 
accuracy of an article in the 7-12-65 issue of "The Wall Street , 
Journal" headed "More Dixie Negroes Buy Arms to Retaliate Agains 
‘f White Attacks.” .The article (attached) primarily concerns the 
¢ Deacons of Defense and Justice which is an all-Negro secret 


organization centered in Louisiana with headquarters at PS at 
Background of Organization | = ype 


The Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons datéa 3-85-65 
in the State of Louisiana gave the’purposes of the organizations : - 
as including: to educate citizens, especially minority groups, z 
in the Constitution and laws of the United States; to teach~the> 
obligations of citizenship; and to teach the defense of property and 
personal rights by "any and all honorable and legal means.* 
early.ce organizational meetings, leaders discussed purposes as 
being the acquisition/of weapons by, Negroes in an effort to defend 
themselves against Kfan violence and to provide protection not a can 
provided by loca thorities, The Deacons Vice-President ,and 7 ZcAMZathv 
Lk organizer, Earnest mas, also told Negroes “that”théy Should arm *¢h./ | 
_—~j-and form roving patrols to assist any Negroes being arrested. The 
Deacons have worked closely with James Farmer and his organization, ‘ 
the Congress of Racial Equality, and with the Bogalusa Voters 
League, a local civil rights organization. The Deacons have been 
active in the recent demonstrations in Bogalusa.. The Deacons have = 
been the subject of a continuing Bureau investigation since 
January, 1965, and we have been regularly disseminating information 
concerning this organization to the Department, military intelligence, 
Secret Service and the Community Relations Service. 


Analysis of Article 


suns The. following is based upon information in Bureau files 
“e uding’a current check with the field, The article is generally 
. accurate in aie eaen to the purposes of tate organization, the 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 


factors which motivated its start, its close relationship with 
other groups such as the Congress * of Racial Equality and the 
possession of firearms and walkie-talkie radio equipment by its 
members, There are, however, a number of inaccuracies and 
exaggerations in the article relating to the following: The 
article reports claims by some Deacons leaders of having over 


R 50 chapters including some in neighboring states, Bureau investi-~ 
\ gation reveals chapters exist only in Jonesboro, Bogalusa and 

e Homer, Louisiana; none in neighboring states, Article reports 

qj membership estimates as between 5,000 and 15,000. Bureau investi-~ 
a gation indicates this highly exaggerated and membership probably 
ay no more than a few hundred, 

eed 

3 


Such firearms and ammunition are readily available from local 
; hardware, sporting goods stores, mail order houses and gun dealers. 
Co The ica a of firearms in Louisiana is pe 


B g talkie taangmissions of the 
Deacons, Although our New Orleans Office has equipment in Bogalusa 
capable of monitoring the Deacons walkie-talkies, no monitoring has 
been done of the Deacons, 


Article reports a Deacons chapter in Varnado, seven miles 
north of Bogalusa, to protect the widow of “Oneal Moore, a Negro 
Deputy Sheriff slain June, 1965, Our investigation in the Varnado 
area including interviews with the Moore widow has not established 
that any protection is being undertaken by the Deacons and there 
is no known chapter located there, 


OBSERVATIONS : 


strength for eroe 
and to help encourage increased membership. A striking illustration 


Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 


s not surprising that Deacons rs would exaggerate 
the purpose of discouraging Violence | ‘aga: Bee | Ne 


of | the exaggeration as to the number of chapters is the fact that 
an article by Roy Reed appeared in the 6/6/65 issue of "The New 
York Times" which quoted Deacons leader Thomas as saying. they had 
50-55 chapters in various stages of organization. On 7/12/65 
Reed telephoned our New Orleans Office to advise that: he was 
preparing another article, that he had reports of 50-55 chapters 
and contradictory information that the Deacons is not as big as 
claimed. He was given a "no comment" reply to his inquiry for 
information concerning the Deacons, This surely illustrates the 
uncertainty as to the actual facts notwithstanding newspaper 
accounts. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


This is for your information. We will continue to 
follow closely this investigation and keep you advised of pertinent 
developments, 
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-they were. He stated that he made a special effort to determine 


_of July 12, 1965, that‘he had referréd to the Negroes in Mississippi 


fa P 
. UNIDE) STATES DEPARTMENT OF ace » he 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Jackson, Mississippi 
File No, July 15, 1965 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Confidential sources who have furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past and who are familiar with the activities of 
civil rights organizations in Jackson, Mississippi, have advised 
that they know of. no organizations of the "Deacons for Defense 
and Justice" in the State of Mississippi. 


-On July 14, 1965, Charles Snodgrass (NA) Administrative 
Assistant, Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol, who is in charge 
of investigations, advised that he had recently made a specific 
check concerning the possibilitigs of the "Deacons for Defense and 
Justice" operating in Mississippi, and found no evidence that 


if there might be any such organization in the Mississippi counties 
neighboring Bogalusa, -.Louisiana, but found no evidence that this 
organization, was operating in any of ¢ eee counties. 


te a? 


On July id. 1965, Char 5 vers, Field Secretary, 
National Association,;for the Advanéemént of Colored People, 
Jackson, Mississ Ppi, advised in connection with a comment ~ 
attributed to him in an article'in "The Wall Street Journal" 


who were defending themselves from violence and it was these 
individuals that he stated he "was glad were around". He said 
he knew of no groups of the "Deacons for Defense and Justice" 
in existence in Mississippi. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to ‘be distributed outsile your 
agency. 
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Heooe'gp CALL THIS DATE, PERTAINING TO ARTICLE, WALL { 

ST. JQURNALS: JULY TWELVE LAST. “| ee 
SAVANNAH KNOWS OF NO ACTIVITY CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION IN 


DIVISION.. EFFORTS BEING MADE TO DETERMINE IF IN EXISTENCE THIS L 
DIVISION. AM COPY CE FOR INFO. 


END ALL IMFORMATION CONTAINE 2 | ‘ 
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DIRECTOR DATE_-/4-g BY 


OM: NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) 


0 Oyen. cons OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., AKA. DEACONS,FOR 


Te aera rw LIM = 
) DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS. . j 


RE BU TEL-CALL JULY FOURTEEN SIXTYFIVE. — h hia} 
I. _GENERAL SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO 
DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND. JUSTICE CDDJ) 
~ Ae NUMERICAL STRENGTH 


ON JANUARY FIVE SIXTYFIVE CHARLES 

JOSEPH FENTON, REPRESENTATIVE OF CONGRESS OF RACIAL 

EQUALITY (CORE), ADVISED THAT AN ORGANIZATION KNOWN 

AS THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE HAD 

BEEN ORGANIZED AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA. pes: LS g- aly 
| _auvenenn seenearon BYGrm PaTRTOK, weNeE MENBER /é' - of b 
OF THE DDJ, JONESBORO, LA. ADVISED ON JANUARY’ FIVE SIXTYFIVE T tar 
THERE WERE BETWEEN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY AND THREE HUNDRED wee ea 
| EMBERS OF THE DDJ'S IN JACKSON PARISH, LOUISIANA. ON | ~~ 

NARCH ONE SIXTYFIVE CHIEF OF POLICE. CLAXTON KNIGHT ,BOGALUSA 

PD, STATED ON THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY Puesrypy eet SIXTYFIVE 

Ci 


END PAGE ONE Nir we 
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ov ie Non i 


PAGE TWO 


A MEETING OF THE DDJ*S HAD TAKEN PLACE IN BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA. 
KNIGHT STATED THAT FOURTEEN NEGRQES ATTENDED THIS MEETING. 
ON MARCH TEN SIXTYFIVE: ROYAN)BURRIS AND 
CHARLES RAASIMS, BOGALUSA, LAs, ADVISED THAT THERE ARE FOURTEEN 
MEMBERS OF THIS ORGANIZATION IN THE BOGALUSA BRANCH OF THE 
DDJ. Oe 
ON JANUARY TEN SIXTYFIVE GEORG OoDD, PRESIDENT OF 
HOMER, LOUISIANA CHAPTER OF THE DDJ ADVISED THAT THERE 
WERE TWELVE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ INCLUDING HIMSELF IN 
HOMER, LOUISIANA. 
B. MEMBERSHIP LA 
ON JUNE THIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE, Te IMS “fle 
APPEARED ON THE LOUIS LOMAX TELEVISION SHOW, CHANNEL 
END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 
ELEVEN, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, STATED THERE ARE 
FROM FIFTY TO SIXTY CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ°S IN THREE 
OR FOUR STATES. | 

AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES 
TIMES ON JUNE THIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE WITH A DATELINE 


OF BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA, STATED IN PART THAT EARNEST 
} THOMAS OF JONESBORO, LOUISIANA, AN OFFICIAL AND | 

FULL-TIME ORGANIZER OF THE DEACONS, HAD TOLD 

NEWSMEN THAT THERE ARE FIFTY TO FIFTYFIVE CHAPTERS 

IN LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA. FUND RAISING 

UNITS ARE BEING ESTABLISHED IN SAN FRANCISCO, NEW 

YORK AND OJHER LARGE CITIES. 

nar spec OF THIS ARTICLE, 

nonsnyoks OF BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA ESTIMATED THE 

NUMBER OF DEACONS IN THE BOGALUSA, LA. AREA AT BETWEEN ONE HUNDRED 

END PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 


SEVENTYFIVE AND TWO HUNDRED MEMBERS. 

THE ARTICLE FURTHER STATED THAT AT THE SAME TIME 
OTHER LOUISIANA UNITS WERE BEING ESTABLISHED IN 
BATON ROUGE, NEW IBERIA AND PLAQUEMINE. STATED 
TOTAL STRENGTH OF THE DEACONS IS KEPT SECRET 
BY THE ORGANIZATION BUT OUTSIDE ESTIMATES HAVE 
RANGED FROM FIVE THOUSAND TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND 
ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE. 

C. CHAPTERS | 

AT THE PRESENT TIME IN THE STATE OF 
LOUISIANA THERE ARE THREE CHAPTERS KNOWN TO THE 
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION. THESE CHAPTERS ARE LOCATED 
AT JONESBORO, BOGALUSA AND HOMER, LOUISIANA. 

AS NOTED IN THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
APPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES DATED JUNE 
END PAGE FOUR 


PAGE FIVE 


THIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE, ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS WERE REPORTEDLY BEING 
ESTABLISHED IN BATON ROUGE, NEW IBERIA AND PLAQUEMINE. 

De ARMS 

ON FEBRUARY TWENTYTWO SIXTYFIVE (: -——-j] 


Po, outs zane 


POLICE DEPARTMENT ADVISED THAT HE HAD LEARNED THAT 


b7D 


EARNEST THOMAS (DDJ) JONESBORO, LOUISIANA AT A 
MEETING OF THE DDJ IN BOGALUSA HAD STATED THAT 
NEGROES SHOULD BUY SUBSTANTIAL WEAPONS SUCH AS 
THREE ZERO SIX CALIBER RIFLES. THOMAS SUGGESTED 
THAT TWELVE OR SIXTEEN GUAGE SHOT GUNS WOULD ALSO 
BE USEFUL. 

THOMAS STATED THAT HIS GROUP HAD CONTACTS 
IN CHICAGO AND HOUSTON FOR AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND 
MENTIONED PURCHASING A FIFTY AND THIRTY CALIBER 
END PAGE FIVE 


PAGE SIX 


MACHINE GUN. 

ON MARCH TEN SIXTYFIVE ROYAN BURRIS, 
MEMBER OF THE DDJ AT BOGALUSA, STATED IN AN ARTICLE 
APPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES THAT EARNEST 
THOMAS OF JONESBORO, AN OFFICIAL AND FULL-TIME 
ORGANIZER OF THE DEACONS, STATED THAT THE DEACONS 
HAVE MACHINE GUNS AND HAND GRENADES. 

N MARCH TWENTYFOUR SIXTYFIVE HENRY 
nan A MEMBER OF THE.DDJ AT JONESBORO, 
LOUISIANA, ADVISED THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE DDJ 
HAVE FIREARMS FOR SELF-DEFENSE AND FOR PROTECTION 
AGAINST PERSONS POSSIBLY CONNECTED WITH THE KU 
KLUX KLAN. | 

AMOS STATED THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ 
DO NOT ACTUALLY ENGAGE IN ARMED PATROLS BUT THAT. 
END PAGE SIX 


THE STORY CONCERNING THESE PATROLS WAS GIVEN OUT 


TO DISCOURAGE KLANSMEN AND PERSONS OF THAT TYPE 
FROM GOING INTO THE NEGRO SECTIONS CAUSING TROUBLE. 

AGENTS OF THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION HAVE 
OBSERVED SIDEARMS, RIFLES AND SHOT GUNS, BUT NO MACHINE- 
GUNS IN THE POSSESSION OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF 
THE DDJ IN BOGALUSA AND JONESBORO, LOUISIANA. 

E. SOURCES OF ARMS 

INVESTIGATION BY BOTH THE CHICAGO AND 
HOUSTON DIVESION OF THE FBI HAVE FAILED TO DETERMINE 
ANY SOURCE FROM WHICH THE DDJ*S WERE SECURING 
MACHINE GUNS OR AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. 

THE THREE KNOWN CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ"S ARE LOCATED IN 
RURAL AREAS IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. IN THESE VARIOUS 
END PAGE SEVEN 


PAGE EIGHT 


RURAL AREAS THE CARRYING OF RIFLES AND PISTOLS ARE 
COMMONPLACE BY THE CITIZENRY, BOTH WHITE AND NEGRO. | 
FIREARMS SUCH AS RIFLES AND PISTOLS AND AMMUNITION ARE 
READILY AVAILABLE FROM LOCAL HARDWARE, SPORTING GOOD 
STORES, MAIL ORDER HOUSES, AND GUN DEALERS. THE CARRYING 
OF FIREARMS IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA IS PERMISSIBLE 
PROVIDING THESE WEAPONS ARE NOT CONCEALED ON THE 
PERSON. 

BECAUSE OF THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE 
MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ°S IT IS BELIEVED 
THAT WITHOUT OUTSIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT THAT PURCHASING 
OF WEAPONS ON A LARGE SCALE COULD NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED 


BY THE DDJ'S. 
ti. = AUSTIN ALLEGED MEMBER IN Wy 
THE DDJ'S | 
END PAGE EIGHT 


PAGE NINE 
INVESTIGATION TO DATE IN THE BOGALUSA AREA HAS 
NOT ESTABLISHED AUSTIN'S MEMBERSHIP IN THE DDJ'S. 
IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT THAT AUSTIN IS A STATE 
DEFENDENT INVOLVING THE ASSAULT OF ALTON CROWE. 
NO INTERVIEW HAS BEEN CONDUCTED OF AUSTIN. 
III. JONESBORO CHAPTER OF DDJ'S 
THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION FILED MARCH NINE 
SIXTYFIVE WITH THE LOUISIANA SECRETARY OF STATE SHOW 
THE CORPORATE DOMICILE OF DDJ AS JONESBORO, LOUISIANA. 
IV. ALLEGED MONITORING OF THE WALKIE- 
END PAGE NINE 


PAGE TEN 
TALKIES OF THE DDJ BY FBI. 

THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION HAS EQUIPMENT 
IN BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA CAPABLE OF MONITORING THE 


WALKIE TALKIES OF THE DDJ, KLAN AND CITIZENS BAND RADIOS, 


HOWEVER, NO MONITORING HAS BEEN DONE OF THE DDJ. 

Ve ALLEGED PROTECTION OF THE WIDOW OF 

O*NEAL MOORE 

INVESTIGATION IN THE VARNADO AREA WHERE 
O*NEAL MOORE RESIDED AS WELL INTERVIEWS OF O°NEAL 
MOORE'S WIFE HAS NOT ESTABLISHED THAT ANY PROTECTION 
IIS BEING UNDERTAKEN BY THE DDJ°S IN THE VARNADO, 
LOUISIANA AREA. IN ADDITION THERE IS NO KNOWN 
UNIT OF THE DDJ‘S LOCATED IN VARNADO, LOUISIANA. 
END PAGE TEN. 


PAGE ELEVEN 
@ BASED ON THE FACTS AVAILABLE BY INVESTIGATION 

TO DATE THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE OF JUSTICE WHICH 
ORIGINATED IN JONESBORO, LOUISIANA THIS YEAR, HAS 
ATTRACTED A CERTAIN ELEMENT OF THE NEGRO RACE BUT 

THE CLAIMS BY NUMEROUS ORGANIZERS THAT THERE ARE 
BETWEEN FIVE TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND APPEARED TO BE 
GROSSLY EXAGGERATED. AS RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS, 
MARCHES AND ACTIVITIES CONTINUE TO INCREASE 

THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF LOUISIANA, IT CAN BE 
ANTICIPATED THAT THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS WILL INCREASE. 
IT CAN READILY BE SEEN FROM INFORMATION DEVELOPED 

THAT THE CHAPTERS ARE GENERALLY FORMED WHENEVER THERE 
IS ANY SORT OF RACIAL ACTIVITY OR DEMONSTRATION IN THE 
PARTICULAR LOCALS, AND WITH THE INCREASE IN PARADES 
AND DEMONSTRATIONS BY THE NEGROES IN VARIOUS CITIES 
END PAGE ELEVEN 
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PAGE TWELVE 


THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF LOUISIANA THE ORGANIZERS 
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH CHAPTERS 
IN THESE PARTICULAR CITIES. AS INFORMATION : 
IS DEVELOPED THE BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED. 
END. 
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RE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL TO BIRMINGHAM JULY FOURTEENTH \ Ap 


INSTANT. 


OTHER THAN FURNISHED BY NEW ORLEANS. 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFERENCED COMMUNICATION BIRMINGHA 
/ 
CONDUCTED FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION ON JULY FOURTEENTH INSTANT. s 


(Ca MARCUS JONES, DETECTIVE,LSZ wi] iF fi | 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA POLICE DEPARTMENT, WHO SPECIALIZES IN RACIAL 
MATTERS, WERE CONTACTED CONCERNING INSTANT MATTER. INFORMANT AND 7D | 
DETECTIVE JONES ADVISED THEY COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION CONCERNING 

ANY ACTIVITY OF THIS GROUP IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION NOR THE IDENTITY 

OF ANY BIRMINGHAM DIVISION MEMBERS OF THE GROUP. INFORMANT AND 

DETECTIVE JONES ARE COGNIZANT OF AND FOLLOW ACTIVITIES OF MOST 


RACIAL GROUPS ‘IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION. ne ee WILL FOLLOW 


MATTER AND FURNISH ANY NEW INFORMATION DEvenorbBe “eZ ‘<A FOL sf 


é ) (0) 


PAGE TWO 

CONCERNING ARTICLE JULY TWELVE LAST ISSUE OF WALL STREET 
JOURNAL, BY FRED L. ZIMMERMAN, JOURNAL WRITER, CAPTIONED “RACE 
AND VIOLENCE”, BIRMINGHAM NOTES MAJOR PORTION DEALS WITH RACIAL 
SITUATION IN LOUISIANA. BIRMINGHAM NOT AWARE OF ACTUAL RACIAL 
SITUATION IN STATES OTHER THAN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION. RACIAL 
SITUATION IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION APPEARS TO BE CALM WITH VARIOUS 
GROUPS, NEGRO AND WHITE, ATTEMPTING TO SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS TO 
RACIAL PROBLEMS THAT WILL BE SATISFACTORY TO ALL CONCERNED. 

BIRMINGHAM HAS NO KNOWLEDGE THAT NEGROES IN BIRMINGHAM 
DIVISION PLAN TO RESORT TO VIOLENT TACTICS OR FOLLOW AN “EYE FOR AN 
EYE" THEORY. BIRMINGHAM IS OF OPINION THAT MOST INDIVIDUALS AND 
GROUPS IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION DESIRE TO AVOID ALL RACIAL VIOLENCE 
AND ARE EARNESTLY SEEKING A PEACEFUL ANSWER TO RACE PROBLEMS 


RATHER THAN THE FORMING OF “ARMED ORGANIZATIONS” AS MENTIONED 


IN ARTICLE. 
COPY BEING FORWARDED TO NEW ORLEANS AIRMAIL REGISTERED. 
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acess HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIE 
FROM : JACKSON (157*3465) DATE 4-/6 -“/ BY 

ae FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE. RM. 

RENOTELEPHONE CALL TO JACKSON JULY FOURTEEN, 

SIXTYFIVE CONCERNING ARTICLE IN JULY TWELVE NINETEEN 
SIXTYFIVE, ISSUE OF "THE WALL STREET JOURNAL” CONCERNING 
CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION. Z 

THE JACKSON DIVISION HAS RECEIVED NO INFORMATION” \5 A 

TO INDICATE THAT THERE IS ANY CHAPTER OR MEMBER OF THE p 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE IN MISS. INFORMANTS AND \ 


SOURCES WITHIN CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS IN JACKSON, MISS., 
CONTACTED ON JULY ELEVEN SIXTYFIVE RELATIVE TO CAPTIONED 
ORGANIZATION STATED THEY KNEW OF NO SUCH ORGANIZATION IN | 
THE STATE OF MISS. ; 


ON, JULY FOURTEEN SIXTYFIVE CHARLES SNODGRASS hay. 
ADMINISTRATIVE. ASSISTANT MHSP IN CHARGE OF ident Seven ALCL sf 
ADVISED;*THAT: HE''HAD RECENTLY MADE A SPECIFIC CHECK CONCERNENG mun, 

END PAGE ONE TP pp bey It ps & JUL 29 1965 
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PAGE TWO == 
THE POSSIBILITIES OF CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION OPERATING 

IN MISS., AND FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT THEY WERE. HE STATED 

THAT HE MADE A SPECIFIC EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF THERE MIGHT 

-BE ANY SUCH ORGANIZATION IN THE COUNTIES NEIGHBORING 

"BOGALUSA , LAe, BUT FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT THIS ORGANIZATION 


WAS IN ANY OF THESE COUNTIES. 
CHARLES EVERS ADVISED ON JULY FOURTEEN INSTANT CONCERNING 
THE ABOVE ARTICLE THAT THE WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORTER ONLY 
RECORDED A PART OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH EVERS, EVERS STATED HE 
HAD REFERRED TO THE NEGROES IN MISSISSIPPI WHO WERE DEFENDING 
THEMSELVES FROM VIOLENCE, THESE INDIVIDUALS EVERS STATED HE 
WAS GLAD THEY WERE AROUND. STATED HE KNEW OF NO CAPTIONED GROUPS 
IN EXISTENCE IN MISSISSIPPI. 
AIR’ MAIL COPY TO NEW ORLEANS. 
END 
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TO: . / DIRECTOR, FBI . DATE. 2 /k-Sw_BY_ fl 
FROM? CHARLOTTE (157-882) 


i) i, / 
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTER. (i 


RE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL TODAY PERTAINING TO é 
ARTICAL, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, MONDAY JULY TWELVE LAST. - 

PAGE ONE, ABOVE ISSUE, WALL STREET JOURNAL, CONTAINS 
STATEMENT DEACONS HAVE FORMED GROUPS IN SEVERAL TOWNS .IN. fi as 


AV 
S.C. AND IN TWO ins IN WESTERN N.C. i 


WHICH TOOK PLACE DURHAM, N.C., JULY ONE THROUGH FIVE LAST. - 
ARTICLE REPORTED THAT JAMES FARMER, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF 
CORE, HAD STATED HE WOULD NOT CONDEMN THE DEACONS ORGANIZATION 
DESCRIBED AS A MOVEMENT WHICH HAS RECENTLY BEEN ORE eS 7 Be! A ge 
' IN THE DEEP SOUTH. DEACONS, ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, ARE ARMED 
VIGILANTE GROUPS SET UP TO PROTECT NEGRO | NEXGHBORH OODS AGATNSP sence tescu, 
WHITE MILITANTS AND INADEQUATE" afav\eNForcEMENT. 9 JUL 29 1965 
END PAGE ONE 0) ae wie _ ia ae 
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DURHAM Hossa HERALD, DAILY NEWSPAPER, DURHAM, N.C., | 
IN JULY ONE LAST ISSUE REPORTED ON NATIONAL CONVENTION CORE 


PAGE THREE 
JULY TWELVE LAST CAPTIONED “NATIONAL CONVENTION OF CORE, 
DURHAM, NeC., JULY ONE-FIVE, NINETEENSIXTYFIVE, RACIAL 
MATTERS.” — 

COPY TO SAVANNAH AIR’ MATL. 
CIZXX oe * 


CORR PAGE ONE LLNE 5 WORD 5 SHD. BE TOWNS 

CORR PAGE TWO LINE 1 WOREXXOXXWORD 5 SHD. BE DURHAM 
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PAGE TWO 
CE 157-882 

JULY THREE LAST ISSUE been at MORNING HEARLD CONTAINS 
ARTICLE SHOWING ERNEST THOMAS OF MISS., A CHARTER MEMBER OF 
‘DEACONS, APPEARED BEFORE CORE CONVENTION AND BLASTED KKK 
AND REDNECK TECHNIQUES. HE DECLARED PERIOD OF NEGRO NON- 
VIOLENCE IS OVER. THOMAS CHARGED WHITE MEN HAVE GIVEN NEGRO 
NEW LAWS AND PRIVILEGES BUT NEGROES HAVE BEEN BEATEN WHEN 
THEY TRIED TO USE THEM. HE SAID WE MUST HAVE THE DEACONS 
TO LET THE KLAN KNOW THAT NEGROES AS A WHOLE ARE NOT NON- 
VIOLENT. ARTICLE SHOWS THAT CORE DIRECTOR JAMES FARMER 
VOICED HIS SUPPORT OF DEACONS. ALSO, DR. LONNIE X, BLACK 
MUSLIM MINISTER OF WASHINGTON, ALSO SUPPORTED DEACONS. 

NO ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE DURING CORE CONVENTION OR INFORMATION 
RECEIVED AS TO ANY CHAPTERS OF CAPTIONED ORGINIZATION WITH 
CHARLOTTE TERRITORYAND NO INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM INFORMANTS 
OR SOURCES THAT SUCH CHAPTERS OR UNITS EXIST. 

LOGICAL SOURCES AND INFORMANTS BEING CONTACTED IN EFFORT 
TO DETERMINE IF ANY UNITS OF THIS ORGANIZATION DO EXIST 
WITHIN CHARLOTTE DIVISION. 

INFORMATION CONCERNINGCORE CONVENTION, INCLUDING FORE- 
GOING INFORMATION RE DEACONS SUBMITTED IN LHM BY CHARLOTTE 
END PAGE TWO 
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21965 Mr, Bayon | 
: JUL 14 1965 Mr. Betwont —~ 
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FBI WASH DC Mr. Callahan 
oe JACKSVLE 
6-44 PM EST URGENT 7/14/65 JLC 


Miss Holmes... : 
Miss Gandy... : 
iaeeneeeeens 

ie 


TO DIRECTOR 
"FROPSJACKSONVILLE /157=NEW/ IP 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS. Me A 


RECALL FROM ASAC SYLVESTER FROM NEW ORLEANS TODAY. (F 


JACKSONVILLE HAS NO INFO IN INDICES CONCERNING FORMATION 
OF ANY OF CAPTIONED GROUPS IN NORTHERN FLORIDA. INFORMANTS / 
HAVE NOT INDICATED ANY SUCH ACTION BEING TAKEN. 


JACKSONVILLE WILL BE ALERT FOR SUCH GROUPS AND WILL we g / 


ADVISE THE BUREAU IMMEDIATELY IF ANY SUCH ACTIVITY IS 


STARTED. ; 

AIRMAIL COPY TO NEW ORLEANS. 
END a . 
va ays ALL INFORMATION corrrargag® 
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| ath 4, 1969 


FBI MOBILE 


947 Pit CST URGENT 
TO/DIRECTOR AND NEW ‘ORLEANS 
/157*10177 


0 


c3)0CORES cRHONE CALL FROM ASAC SYLVESTER, NEW ORLEANS 

TODAY » REFERENCE ARTICLE IN WALL STREET JOURNAL JULY TWLEVE 
LAB caRg ONED “ RACE AND VIOLENCE", 

ie HOB BLE HAS DEVELOPED NO SAF ORRATEON TO DEFLEVS THAT 6 ( 
. aly CHAPTER INSTANT ORGANIZATION IN. EXISTENCE “MOBILE ‘DIVISION ; 


OM MOBILE 


DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE. RU. 


ARTN Stic 
cE SECTION 


re : Mr, Tolson___—— 
Mr. Belmont. 


. Callahan. 
. Conrad. 


elt. 
. Gale. 
Rosen. 
VEL 1M ean ee 
. Tavel, 
. Trotter____- 
Tele, Room_____ 


Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy. 


oy 


AGENTS HAVE..BEEN INSTRUCTED TO REMAIN ALERT FOR INFO INDICATIN 


FORMATION SUCH GROUPS. 


END 
WA LRA 


FBI WASH DC 


NO RJB 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN ED 
HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED | 
DATE_7-/6-Su BY 


FBI NEW ORLS 


TU ALL CLEG=BX{ Ht (OGX 


BBAUG 4 
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INFORMANTS AND SOURCES ARE ‘BIENG 
LIKEWISE ALERTED AND IF ANY POSITIVE INFO RECEIVED , BUREAU 
AND NEW: ORLEANS WILL BE PROMPTLY NOTIFIED . 


WEP /x 7-6 SF 
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, vo OPTIONAL, FORM NO, 10 $010-107 
4 / 84 ane een 2 ek 
* __sOUNITED STATES CQBRNMENT & ie 
Memorandum 


” * DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) DATE: 8/2/65 


SAC, JACKSONVILLE ee (RUC) - : 


ON J CONTAINED 


DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND gustice ALL INFORMATI 


pea oa TaNe HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
: NEW OR 
DATE_7-/¢.w BY 

fr Re Bureau airtel to New Orleans, Etal, dated 

7/19/65. 

On 7716/65, SPIVER GORDON, CORE Field Secretary 
for Florida, | | Tallahassee, Fla., was b6 
contacted by SAs ROBERT W. CLARK and V. LLOYD WARNKEN b7C 


concerning investigation on another matter. During the 
conversation, GORDON was asked if he was familiar with 
captioned group, and he replied that he was. He stated 
that captioned group has on occasion in the past worked 
with CORE, They are a group of normally local businessmen 
who participate in picket lines and protest marches in a 
non-violent manner. If violence breaks out, this group 
combats violence with violence. They will attack local . tp 
white residences just as hate groups and klans will 
attack Negro residences. He added that they have most 

| noticeably been active in Louisiana and that he has been 
contacted by a representative of the group who was inquiring 
to determine if they were needed in the North Florida area. 
GORDON related that he told them they were not needed at 
this time in North Florida and to the best of his knowledge, 
there are no such groups active in the state of Fla. 


: On the dates indicated the following persons were 
contacted by SA V. LLOYD WARNKEN and advised they had no 
information concerning the existence of a group of captioned 
organization being in existence in the Florida area: 


: On 7/23/65, Mr. DALE TROY, Investigator, State 
Attorney's Office, Tallahassee, Fla.; 


On 7/27/65, Chief of Police R. D. EDWARDS, 


Quincy, Fla.; sp ds 
. WO) S 7- EY6 GD 
On 7/27/65, Sheriff oe EDWARDS, Gadsden County, * ay + 
: Quincy, Fla. , ee Eee 2) 


- gyre 
i @: Bureau \v ioe} 16 AUG 5 1965 


New Orleans aA 


ue aside 1° A _— = 


oe i “ jeb Ey U. S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bird Savings Plan &?. 


Fs . 4 Pla 
8 e | 


JK 157-1074 


On the contact, all of the above persons 
advised that should they obtain any information ponwenitine 
captioned organization they would immediately notify the 
FBI. 


On 7/26/65, SPIVER GORDON, CORE Field Secretary, 
Tallahassee, Fla., contacted SA V. LLOYD WARNKEN concerning 
another matter and during the course of this contact 
advised that there had been quite a bit of talk recently 
concerning the organization of a group of the Deacons of 
Defense and Justice possibly in Jefferson and Madison 
Counties in North Florida. He stated, however, that he 
was discouraging the organization of this group adding 
that he did not feel they were needed and would serve no 
useful purpose in North Florida at this time. He stated 
that to the best of his knowledge there is no such group 
currently operating in the state of Fla., and no formative 
steps being taken in an attempt to organize such a group. 


In view of the fact there appears to be no such 
group currently active in the North Florida area, this 
matter is being considered RUC and should any information 
come to the attention of the Jacksonville Office concerning 
this group it will immediately be made knownto the Bureau 
and New Orleans. 
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FB | 
Date: +8/4/65 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text orcode) . —~ 


Via _ AIRTEL AIRMAIL ; | 
% (Priority or Method of Mailing) | 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) 


“« 


FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) 


- ~ 


**CHANGED" 
@DDEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka 
“Deacons for Defense and Justice, mee es 


| ¥s : ae 

Title changed to reflect. ecuiaet name«of 

, organization as determined through ‘investigation 
Yd. '. Jonesboro, Louisiana... 


oy) 5 ia S 
pb ‘Enclosed for San Francisco are two- photostatic 
copies of the Articles of Incorporation ~ ‘the: Deacons of 

Defense and Justice, rte cemont ”. b6 
: — — b7C 

b7D 


‘on 8/3/65, advised that ERNEST. THOMAS, 

; -present: Vice President of. , 
Deacons of Defense and Justice, is. ‘currently. ‘in San: i 
Francisco and can be reached_until 8/6/65, through area 

code [_} telephone fics mmc No. ‘address available, 


@. Bureau --. ees yo as 
- Birmingham me X 10% - 
ee a i. > 
2- Jackson 
2- Jacksonville 
2— Miami 
2~-San Francisco (Enc.-2) _ 
> 2s Savannah 


2 New Orleang FORMATION CONTAINED © + Wigasss 
Raitens | HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. 


ge Mh 
» Siena arace 
Gh, z any 3 Bi ee S "i 
: Sent a er 
2 3 aloes Snerial-Aaent.in -Ghatae+-s~ en ; ee Per 


emt aut + 


So é 


NO 157~3290/sms 


“oo . + ~ 


‘For the information of Sah Francisco’ [J tirtiier 
stated that THOMAS assumed Vice PreSidency of the Deacons 
of: Defense and Justice when the application for charter 
was initiated as[___] employed by the school board, 
Jonesboro, Louisiana, ’and’ consideration was given te the 
prospect of his, losing his’ job. THOMAS was to be 7D 
figurehead only but assumed_more power than originally 
anticipated, “THOMAS, who[__] brands a radical person, 
began making public statements to the effect that the 
Deacons of Defense and Justice advocate the tse of violence’ 
and that they have’sources for automatic weapons in Houston, 
Texas, and Chicago, Illinois. 


According toL__] the Deacons of Defense and — b7D 
Justice of Jonesboro is entirely a Negro organization with 
branches in Bogalusa and Houma, LouiSiana. Their: efforts 
have’ been directed toward peaceful activity in the area of 
civic improvement to gain recognition, and they advocate 
violence as a defensive measure, only. 


further. stated that THOMAS is to be removed b7D 
from the Vice Presidency and the Board of Directors at the 
next election of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. 


Mr. M. M, BOONE, Personnel Manager, Continental 
Can Company, Jonesboro, on 8/3/65, made available the 
following descriptive data of ERNEST: THOMAS which an bé 
readily indicated was five years o Lor : b7c 


Name hase ao 
Race Negro bs 
Sex canis 


Date of Birth 


Place of Birth Jonesboro, Louisiana L|€ 
Héight 5" Tr" Eat 
Weight 197 pounds Tee 
Eyes Brown = 
Hair Black 


“ P S 


© 7 i — 
e ” . 


- NO 157~3290/sms 


AVS a es aad : 


Relatives ; Wife . - EVE oe a 
My, i mys: ‘Father We T 7HOMAS, b6 
j _———" Mother — DONT BouKS ye b7c 
Residence 


_ i Louisiana 
Cs telephone number aE 
Social Security # 7 


Military Service U. 8. Air Force, 
' 12/29/54, to 1/6/59" 
‘Employment Continental Can Company 
7/18/60,~ 11/10/60, laborer; 
International’ Harvester, 
1/5/53: - 12/6/54, Western 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 


LEADS 
SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


1) Through telephone number = locate b6 
ERNEST THOMAS and interview him in an effort to determine b7C 
in detail the objections of the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice, Inc. and how these objections are to be obtained, 
with particular emphasis on public use of firearms, potential 
for violence, any subversive and/or outside influence and 
Whether patrol and guards have been utilized and under what 
conditions, 


2) Develop all information concerning the 
allegation of THOMAS that this group has contact in 
Chicago and Houston for the acquisition of automatic 
weapons, “ 


3) Determine THOMAS’ activities in the San 
Francisco area and identify any enoupe or organsma tions’ 
with which he is affiliated 


— 


@ & 


NO 157-3290/sms 


4) Determine THOMAS’ itinerary and approximate 
date of return to Jonesboro, Louisiana. 


5)° Attempt. to determine through interview THOMAS' 
source of income. 
It should be noted by San Francisco that the Bureau 
by airtel dated 2/26/65, has instructed’ that through — 
interviews of all members ° of the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice, Inc. that efforts should be made to develop sources 
relative to the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc. and be 
alert’ to discourage ill and illegal acts by this 
group. The identity’ of should not be disclosed b7D 
to THOMAS and his impending dismissal as 
Should not be discussed, 


: 
Fle “oh 4... _ 
Pe oe r ; 3 
— ry 2s , fom 
« 


SAC, Los Angeles (157-1184) CONFIDENTIAL 8/17/65 


Director, FBI (157~2466) 1 — Me, Trainor 
: nee CHRERORE 1 ~ Mr. B, P, Murphy 
ot )2e)e7 BY SP-]) AG-)Ew)___- 1 _ Mr. Martin 
DEACONS oF DEFENSE 2. 1 ee ae 
AND JUSTICE CLASS. & Ext BY S// Ged oP 
RACIAL MATTERS REASON - FHM 11, 3-2. 4.2 97 
DATE OF W Lge 
ReLAlet and letterhead memorandum (LHM) 8/5/65, 
copies to Atlanta, captioned "Cominfil, SNCC"; and Los Angeles 
airtel and LH 6/15/65 captioned “Deacons for Defense and 


Justice," copies to New Orleans. Enclosed for the information 
i New Orleans is one copy of referenced letter and LHM, 8/5/65. 


Reairtel sets forth information that Charles Sims 

£ the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Bogalusa, Louisiana, was 
in Los Angeles in june, 1965, and appeared on the Louis Lomax 
television program on 6/13/65. News articles concerning the 
Deacons appeared in the "Los Angeles Times" of 6/13/65. The 
Deacons is an all-~Negro organization formed for the claimed 
purpose of selfi~protection against Klan violence, Its members 
are encouraged to carry arms, and during recent demonstrations 
ieee Louisiana, Deacons were observed carrying walkie- 
talkies, : 


Los Angeles letter and LHM of 8/15/65 sets forth 
information from a source that "...a member of the Los Angeles 
Local-Socialist Workers Party (LAL~SWP)..., Stated that James 
Garrett had told him that the Student Non~Violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) is outfitting a secret Negro army under the t 
guise of self~defense,"" According to the source, donations ‘to 
SNCC are possibly being used to purchase walkie~talkies and 
weapons for the Negro organization. Ne) 


The reference in relet to the “secret Negro army" 
formed for “self-defense” may be an allusion to the Deacons, 
Accordingly, Los Angeles should promptly direct its investigative 
efforts to verifying the accuracy of the information furnished 
by its source relative to possible SNCC or SWP backing they ; 


Tolson 


Belmont. L = Atlanta 
Mott ——————- 1. = New Orleans (157~3290) (Enclosures - 2) 
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Letter to SAC, Los Angeles 
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE 

AND JUSTICE ee 
157~2466 CONMYAi Lie 


Deacons, Identify the sources of any donations the purposes of 
which may be the procurement of weapons and walkie~talkies for 
the. Deacons, In view of Sims’ visit to Los Angeles, it should 
be resolved as to whether he contacted SNCC or SWP personnel 
or solicited their assistance, Furnish any information to 

the Bureau under the above caption in a form suitable for 
dissenination with copies to New Orleans, origin. (K)/it) 
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: (Type in plaintext or code) 
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(Priority) { 
paiement beni Race yeas ea Sea ctetees Saat ants Sac al atime ea Sea ac ace a cn a etic Caan ee Antanas Tens 
TO: prrEcTor, FBI (JS 7-2 te ) 
FROM: SAC, SANVANTONIO (157-NEW) (P) 
RE: THECCOMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS 


RACIAL MATTERS 
O po Alaas Fol DeFewse nnd JusTie ¢ 


In thé August 8, 1965, issue of the San Antonio 
Light, daily, San Antonio, Texas, newspaper an article 
appeared stating that MARK KLEIN, a Cornell University 
student is responsible for the formation of captioned grop 
in Austin, Texas, the purpose of which is to aid the "Deacons 
for Defense and Justice." KLEIN described the "Deacons" as 
thn armed Negro self-defense group." Information also developed 
that KLEIN also is known in the Baltimore area. 


$e 4 


Information developed by SA GEORGE W. H. CARLSON 
at Austin reflects KLEIN plans to remain in Austin until 
November 1965. 


WA“ 


A 
A 


LEADS | [INFORMATION CONTAINED 
SEE HEREIN [S UNCLASSIFIED 


oo ausany, wew york  DATE2/2-2 BY 


Will check records at Cornell University regarding 
MARK KLEIN for background information. Also advise San_ 
Antonio Division any information of value regarding subject 


available in files of Albany siecle ad @ ad a sr ; 
- Bureau REG: o8 / oF pce WA 
2 - Albany ne 


2 - Baltimore is 
3 San Antonio (257-NEW) MCT-45 
(1 - 157-310) 


14, AUG 14 1985 


4d 
10 Titi 


] Agent in Charge 


_ ° wee 


SA 157-NBEW 


BALTIMORE 


AT BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 


Will advise San Antonio any information available 
regarding the background of KLEIN. 
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SAC, San Antonio "  '. 8/16/65 > 
1 ~ Mr. Martin | 
aici hia nia ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
RACIAL HATTERS DATE 2217-8 BY So/pel/ 
ReSsaixtel 8/9/65 cantioned "The Conaittee to Aid 


the Deacons,” with copica to Albany and Baltimore; Buairtel 
to Now Oricans 7/19/45. : 


Enclosed for New Orleans is a Xerox copy of referenced 
San Antonio airtel. ” 


Enclosed for San Antonio, LRaitimore and Albany is a 
Xerox copy of voferonced Bureau airtel 7/19/85 ond 2a Zorox 
eopy of a “Wall Street Jdurnal’ article 7/12/65 concerning 
eantioncd organization. 


Sau Antonio should proaptly subnit letterhead a. 
menorandum (L5H), with copier to Now Orleans, regarding attenpfs 
to form 2 committees to aid the Deacons of Ucfensa and Justice 
in Austin, Texas, as set forth in seairtel 8/9/65. Local 
aissenination should he mede to Secret Sarvice and the nilitary 
intollizonce. ; 


Upon receipt of background data concerning Mark Kiein 
ang further information regarding atteapts to organiza the 
Dencons in Austin, Texas, San Antonio should consider inter 
viowing Kiecin. A soarch of Bureau indices will be made upon 
xeceipt of identifying data on Mark Klein. 


Enclosures (2) Ex-109 


See ee a El OG 
2 Now Orleans (157-3290) ~ Enclosure enn: meee: eee 


NOTE: 
aaa - cmennas 22 AUG 16 1965 
San Antonio has furnished information concerning, 


attempts, by Mark Klein of Cornell University, to organize 
2 chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Jutice in Austin, 
exas. te ai Ye Beta 


Sn eas ae a 


orm, 


sateen deme en y 


The Deacons is an all-Negro organization formed 
in Louisiana as protection against Klan vidlence. Leads are 
outstanding at Baltimore and Albany to check Klein's background. 
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August 13, 1865. 


RECT 757. A¥bLEG_ 3*/ f, ‘sibs 


Honorable John Stennis . 
United States, Senate ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE 
Washington, D, C. 20510 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 2” * 


My dear Senator: DATE _2-22-& BY SP/ sak [fy 


X received your letter of August 11th | 
enclosing a communication from State Representative 


Sutton Marks concerning the“Deacons for Defense and 
Justice, 


x 
< 
ed 
c 


vau~th 


- 
While £ certainly would like to be of 
service to Mr. Marks, information contained inthe © © 2 
flles of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 415 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice2 
He may be assured, however, that the FBI is ever aware? 
of its rosponsibilities in the internal security and civil 


our jurisdiction occurs, we will make every effort to 
at  eontinue to discharge our obligations with the highest 
degree of thoroughness, dispatch and objectivity. 


In response to your request, Iam returning | 
the material you forwarded. 
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ae Enclosures (2) 


Tie ve (6) 


Honorable Ji ohn Stennis 


NOTE: Senator Stennis is on the Special Correspondents’ List. 
Marks is not identifiable in Bufiles. The New Orleans Office is 
conducting a current investigation regarding Deacons for Defense 
and Justice to determine its activities and leadership. It isa 
Negro group formed in Louisiana with one Ernest Thomas as 
apparently its spokesman. He has advised Negroes that they 
should arm themselves and form roving patrols which will assist 
Negroes when being arrested. Fees and dues of the group are 
used to purchase ammunition, radio equipment and literature. 
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a RICHARD 8. RUSSELL, GAy , CHAIRMAN 
LEVERETT SAL ‘ALL, MASS. 


Wooun’ STENNIS, MISS. 

+ "HARRY F&OOD BYRD, VA. 
STUART SYMINGTON, MO. 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. 
SAM J. ERVIN, JR., N.C. 
STROM THURMOND, S.C. 
CLAIR ENGLE, CALIF. 
HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV. 
ROBERT C. BYRD, W. VA. 
STEPHEN M. YOUNG, OHIO 
DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 


MARGARET CHA TH, MAINE 
J. GLENN BEALL, 
BARRY GOLDWAT! RIZe 


CLIFFORD P. CASE; NJ. Wnifea Dtates denate 


‘COMMITTEE ON ARMED’‘SERVICES 


HARRY L. WINGATE, JR., CHIEF CLERK 


August ll, 1965 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


It will be greatly appreciated if you 


will give your careful study and attention 2 ie 
4 % 
i 
to the enclosed and let me have a full report a Rel Bs 
G Als 
in duplicate. fret “y * 
Kindly return the enclosure with your ho 
& 
reply. o1 
a. urs, 
John Stennis xD. 
United States Senator y po 
JS:b , : 
Enclosure 
Letter and enclosure of REC 1 IS Jo ae 3 7 


Honorable Sutton Marks 


Jackson, Mississippi EX 105 5 ck 


SUTTON MARKS 
HINDS COUNTY 
BOx 1787 | 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


- 


wt ike 
we EIS ty. 


=. MISSISSIPPI be 
HOUSE OF. REPREGENTATIVES 


JACKSON 


August 2, 1965 


" Honorable John Stennis ie 
Senator, State of Mississippi - 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Senator Stennis: 


MANUFACTURES, CHAIRMAN 
APPROPRIATIONS ~< 

BANKS AND BANKING 

MILITARY AFFAIRS 

PENSIONg AND SOCIAL WELFARE 


WASHINGTON OFFICE 


During the past several weeks in many national publications 
an organization known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice has 


received quite a bit of publicity. 


In both a recent issue of LIFE 


" Magazine and NEWSWEEK, there have been references to the use 


of automatic weapons, grenades and mortars. 


I believe 


that such >* 


weapons in the hands of ordinary citizens without a proper licensing 


of the individual and the weapon is illegal. 
can you find out from the FBI if they are aware of these statements . 


My question 


to you is: 


and if all of this has been checked out to the letter of the law? ‘2 


You have certainly been getting good publicity in these parts * 
‘and I think that.the whole nation is most appreciative of your fine 
The next time you are home we certainly hope that we 
will have the opportunity of visiting with you. 


efforts, 


With kindest personal regards, Iam 


Sincere 


Suttop/{fark 8 
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ener" 
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yours, 
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In connection with another matter, a source of this office talked 
to Mr. Jay Richard “KENNEDY at his residence, New York City, on 13 July \ 
1965. (Various topics were covered during the interview and have “béen <0 


« 


- \ veported under separates memoranda.) Following are Mr. KENNEDY's comment 
(not verbatim) concerning James FARMER of CORE which Mr. KENNEDY indicated 


Oe 8 nnn ane ree 


| “yf should be forwarded in part to the President, In this connection, it should 


Y/ \ be uctetthet wie souree made IE specifically clear to Mr. KENNEDY that he 
-. Z7. | had no access to the White House, or any channel to the White House, but 
ots \-that he would report Mr. KENNEDY's comments in his usual channel into his 
OF er owm particular ethics within the Agency. eA % i 


. Mr, KENNEDY pointed out that James FARMER, who is head of CORE, is 
_ the number one target of the Msoist Communists and that by target Mr, 

a KENNEDY specifically meant that FARMER either had to be assassinated or 
"engulfed" and teken over by the Peking-line Communists. Mr. KENNEDY stated 


that this was cbvious since FARMER is the only know non-violence edvocate 
who is an outstanding anti-Communist and the foremost negro leader who a b, 


comands a netional following. Mr. KENNEDY stated Martin Luther KING has 
already show his hand by attacking the Administration and advocating a 

\ pull-out in Vietnam (KENNEDY insists that KING is compromised by his moral 7 
background and is probably controlled by Peking~line Communists); A. Phillin exit i! 
RANDOLPH is out of the United States, end is very inactive; Harry. BELAFONTE, ay 
of course, is a Communist and undoubtedly Peking controlled; and Whitney | yi 


YOUNG and Roy WILKINS have no popular grass-roots tyne of folloving.. | S 
Mr. KENNEDY stated that the effort to "get" FARMER was obvious in & 
the recent CORE convention at Durham, North Carolina, where: efforts were AN 


made to remove FARMER as head of CORE and where the convention had adopted- a 
an anti-Administration "pull-out of Vietnam" line. Mr. KENNEDY stated ob- 1 
viously this was Peking-line inspized and the remarkable about-face that Q- 
FARMER forced on the convention not only showed FARMER's control and 
courage, but very clearly targeted him to the Peking»-line Communists. Mr. Ea 
KENNEDY pointed out it mist be remembered thet while the convention was as py 

going on, Mertin Iuther KING issued a public statement denouncing U. 5. We 


policy and aeuGeebane pulling out of Vietnam. ef b, b Sb, 
an a 


Further, Mr. KENNEDY conmeftad!' ‘ne G2. S32 


white woman, had called Mr. KENNEDY from Pagpee ane r Y had, 

in addition to offering edvice, ofteredeyose) ato te Bers time. Me. -} 

KENNEDY commented he cannot state the et effect his talk with Mrs. 

FARMER had (which is apparently unknowm to James FARMER); but-it~was- ob- 

vious that FARMER's' reversing the CORE convention stand followed in the wake ga ix 
tf 


7: 


oO 


of this telephone call, Further, according to Mr. a FARMER, immed 
ately upon 2S Ge in New ‘York from Durham, called Mr. KENNEDY 
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Subsequently, according to Mr. KENNEDY, he has talked with FARMER 
both before his trip to Bogalusa, Louisiana, and after his return. Mr. 
KENNEDY stated that he hed asked FARMER about the situation in Louisiana 
and FARMER hed explained his views in the following manner which is the basis 
for the KENNEDY reconmendation of passing the information to the White House, 

“s FARMER stated that his problem in Bogalusa and also in other places in the 
“S South is the fact that the poor negro families, most of whom reside in 
¥ isolated areas of country surrounding the towns, are subject to terror and 
intimidation by bends of white extremists who threaten and actually commit 
= bodily harm on these negro people. Furthermore, these veople have no means 
* of transportation and to try to get them to come into town to register as 
voters, facing the difficulties of intimidation and lack of transportation, 
_ is’a major problem. According to FARMER, there has been no help for these 
\ Bee until the advent of the so-~called Deacons and that the Deacons have 


\ offered assistance and more importantly physical protection.~ FARMER stated 


> . that vhen these people turned to him and asked "What can we do?", FARMER 
_™\ hed no real answer. According to Mr. KENNEDY, he asked FARMER vhy didn't 
“, he appeal to the President personally since FARMER does have access to the 
. “ White House, and PARMER stated that he could not do this now, Mr. KENNEDY 
- asked him why he could not and FARMER explained that if he publicly appealed 
to the President after foreing the CORE convention to reverse its stand on 
~N aoe it would look like a "deal" and that he, FARMER, could be dis= 
™ credited beceuse Of this. Mr, KENNEDY asked FARMER what type of appeal 
— ‘ghould: be mage to the White House and FARMER, in substance, replied that 
— vit the White House were to send in either federal troops or federal marshals 
protec’“the negro voters then he, FARMER, could handle the Deacons. Mr. 
sked FARMER if pe knew the leadership of the Deacons and named 
Ernest / OMAS and “Val"SIMS. FARMER stated, of course, he knew both of 
“these | naividuells and when asked by Mr. KENNEDY about how many Deacons there 
were, FARMER stated that all told they had estimated about 10,000. Mr. 
. KENNEDY then said how could you handle the Deacons assuming that you had 
* federal troops or marshals to help. According to Mr, -KENNEDY, FARMER stated 
~~ ‘that he would tell the Deacona and their leaders to “cool it" and "they — 
would cool it.” Mr, KENNEDY insisted that FARMER is extremely positive on 
this point. ~ 


x 


According to Mr. KENNEDY, FARMER is somewhat naive politically and 
although Mr. KENNEDY has tried to explain | to him the Bacdst tactics, FARMER 
‘does not as yet fully comprehend them. . bed 1 rfe 
obvious that behind 4 the Deacons.de.2 aaron orgenization force of hard 
core xoking= Line. € Communists. dir. further stated that the Commmnists 
are provoking vic violence and also ieee Gbyiously they are provoking violence 
in an area where CORE is active. Also it was clearly apparent that they 
worked against FARMER at the national CORE convention at Durham, North 
Carolina, 


ys 


Me. “KENNEDY stated that there is a facade of legitimate, harassed 
negroes who are honestly trying to protect other negroes (and themselves) 
by defending them by physical meens and that these negroes are being duped 
and pushed into violence by the Communists. They, of course, do not under» 
stand this. Mr. KENNEDY further said that FARMER, himself, does not 
directly understand although he may have learned a rude lesson at the 
Durham, North Carolina, convention hers he was nearly kicked out of his _ 
ee in addition, M ENNEDY sta’ shat if the negroes got feder 


Mr. KENNEDY stated that it is his intention to meet with FARMER as 
soon as possible and go over again with him the matter of the Deacons and, 
the leftewing political maneuvers pehind the Deacons. 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI CLASS. & EXT. B 
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APPEARANCE OF ROBERT HICKS, 

VICE-PRESIDENT, BOGALUSA (LA.) 
.“DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 

SPONSORED BY ‘GROUP ON ADVANCED 

LEADERSHIP (GOAL), 8/22/65, 

DETROIT, MICH. 

RACIAL MATTERS 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a umnished | 


memorandum. Two copies of the LHM are being furnished 
the New Orleans Office. 


One copy of LHM being furnished G-2 and two copies bei 
furnished U.S. Secret Service, both Detroit, Mich. ft 


‘ b7D # x. 

, Source #1 utilized in LHM ise EL ws 
onfidential Source - Racial. Source #2 is (82 
oa This matter will be followed and further letterhead 
memoranda submitted after appearance of HICKS. 
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Detroit PD and the Michigan State Police are aware of 
the contents in the LHM. 


The LHM is being classified “Conftderntial” inasmuch as 
information furnished by sources could reasonably result 
in the identification of confidential informants of 
continuing value and compromise effectiveness thereof. 
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File No. August 12, 1965 


Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, 
Vice~President, Bogalusa (Louisiana) 
Deacons for Defense and Justice 
Sponsored by Group on Advanced 
Leadership (GOAL), August 22, 1965, 
Detroit, Michigan / 


a (on August 11, 1965, source #1, who has port (er 
reliable information in the past, advised Jthat Robert “A 
“Kiiicxs, Vice-President of the Bogalusa (fouisiana) Deacons — 
or—Defense_and Justice, will speak at Detroit, Michigan, 
on Sunday, ‘August 22, 1965, at a freedom dinner sponsored 
by GOAL. According to this source, the Deacons for Defense 
‘and Justice is a rifle club which was recently organized 
‘in the Bogalusa, Louisiana, .area, the membership of which 


‘ is composed entirely of Negroes and the purpose of which 
is to protect civil rights workers in that area. 


(source #1 advised that the purpose of the atfair(% (1) 
is to raise funds and to honor Mr. Hicks, the funds raised 
allegedly to be utilized by Mr. Hicks and the Bogalusa 


Voters League in connection with their activities in 
Louisiana. 


The GOAL was filed as a non-profit 
corporation with the Michigan Corporation 
and Securities Commission on April 19, 
1962, with Certificate Number 112493. 

The purpose of purposes for which the 
corporation was formed are as follows: 


’ 


is To promote the educational, social 
and economic interests of-the total 
community. 


2. To purchase, own, hold, rent, lease, 
mortgage, sell, convey and otherwise 
-Q@Wlawfully acquire, hold and dispose 

Of real and personal property or any” ~"’ 


—£la: interest therein, as may be necessary ©€ 
or convenient to carry into effect — : 
the objects of this corporation. S % 
GS 
aA 
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Appearance of Robert Hicks, 
Sponsored by GOAL, 8/22/65 


3. To solicit, sell or give memberships. 


4. To solicit and/or receive donations 
and gifts , 
fp 
RICHARD BULLOCK’ HENRY, President,.was shown 
as the first Begident Asstt The corporation, 
at the time of incorporation, /owned no real 
ae but claimed to have $£,000.00 in cash, 


! 
gars ugust 11, 1965, source #2, who has furnished 
reliable ini dtion in the past / advised that ‘in March, 
1965, Richard ‘Henry stated that/because of financial 
difficulties the GOAL office Was being closed. Source 
further advised that GOAL is mot functioning as an 
_ organization at this time and that Richard Henry is 
; merely utilizing the name of GOAL ,in:order to indicate 
that the freedom dinner is bé ng sponsored by a local 
civi ts organization when, in fact, such is not the 
case. ~} . 


gate Bets - *«This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
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